$ * *, 
‘ a ge = 
ge eR § 
o ey we. 2 
7 wp 
in 
; 
iP 


FEBRUARY, 2000, =) ©) 


Re 
>. 
ye 
Es 


a 


. 
" 
é 


iseball Quttook 
Also: 

Football Notes 
Recruiting 

And more 


eS ee en meh 


THE ART OF 


DANIEL A. MOORE 


(Brushes not included!) 


For twertty years, 

Daniel A. Moore has been commemorating historic 
sporting events using his gift of painting. The majority of 
Daniel Moore’s masterful sports creations are football paint- 
ings revolving around his beloved alma mater, the University 
of Alabama. Crimson & White and Other Colors catalogs the 
entire collection, from "The Goal Line Stand" in 1979 to "Run 


ootball. Baseball. Basketball. Golf. 


in the Mud” in 1999. In addition, the book features every 
published painting by the artist and many more unpublished 
works, rarely seen before now. A written commentary by the 
artist offers his personal insights into each beautifully repro- 
duced, full-color painting. Transcending the artwork itself, the 
book also contains an inspiring biography of Daniel Moore. 
From his childhood years through college—from commercial 
artist to full-time painter—the story is told of the influences, 
struggles and successes along the way. 


Published in a coffee-table for- 
mat, the book opens to a full 
21”x 10" spread. Approximately 
160 full-color pages. 
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NOW AVAILABLE 


Regular Edition: $89.95 


Hard-bound, cloth-cover with dust jacket 
(shown above). 


Limited Edition: $279.00 


Embossed, leather-bound cover with slip case. A 
collector’s piece, each Limited Edition book is per- 
sonally signed and numbered by Daniel A. Moore. 
Strictly limited to 1,979 books. 


Artist’s Edition: $1,500.00 


Embossed, leather-bound cover with slip case. 


Highly collectible. Each Artist's Edition book con- 
tains a different, original pencil drawing by the 
artist. Each book is personally signed and num- 
bered by Daniel A. Moore. Strictly limited to 79 
books. 


Sales tax: Ala. residents add 8% Shipping: $6 per book 


CALL TOLL-FREE TO ORDER-24 HOURS A DAY: 


1-800-735-2787 


VISA, MASTERCARD AND AMEX WELCOME! 


New Life Art, Inc. ¢ 3600 Lornaridge Drive « Birmingham, Alabama 35216 
For additional information on Daniel A. Moore collectibles, visit our website at www.newlifeart.com 


©1999 New Life Art, Inc. 
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baseman Jeremy Brown (left) and catcher Kelly 
Gulledge (right), to be among the nation’s best 
again this year. See Page 16. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Football Notebook: 


The Season Never Seems To End 


by Kirk McNair 


Even in the off-season there is football activity and conversation about the Crimson Tide 


here’s never any shortage of talk 
“Loe it comes to Alabama foot- 

ball. While recruiting has been 
the primary focus in recent weeks, there 
are other activities in the football arena 
in the off season. Some are good, some 
not so good, 

Coming off a very good season, a 10-3 
record including the Southeastern 
Conference championship, Alabama will 
be ranked among the nation’s top teams 
going into the 2000 season. Alabama fin- 
ished eighth in both the Associated Press 
rankings and in the Coaches Poll con- 
ducted by USA Today and ESPN after its 
overtime loss to Michigan in the Orange 
Bowl.. Although it’s far too early to at- 
tempt to make well-educated guesses at 
next year’s pre-season ratings, a few foot- 
ball writers have made guesses at the 
leading candidates for next year’s nation- 
al championship Game, which will be in 
the Orange Bowl, and Bama is getting 
mention as a possible participant. 

Among Crimson Tide football follow- 
ers the primary area of concern has been 
Head Coach Mike DuBose’s staff. There 
has never been a shortage of rumors 
about Alabama football, and among the 
most popular this off season have been 
about assistant coaches leaving. 
However, it appears DuBose will have 
his staff back intact this year. 

Most of the rumors concerned two 
coaches, Charlie Stubbs, who coaches 
quarterbacks and calls plays, and 
Defensive Coordinator Ellis Johnson. 
Stubbs has a tendency to fan the rumor 
flames, probably inadvertently, with his 
honest concern about being recognized 
for his part in Alabama success. He was 
quoted while the Crimson Tide was in 
Miami for the Orange Bowl as saying he 
had other job offers “if I pick up the 
phone and call them back.” 
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Freddie Milons was a big part of Alabama football success and will almost certainly get an expanded 
role in the Crimson Tide offense in 2000. Much of that plan will be put in this spring. Alabama is ex- 
pected to begin spring training March 13 and conclude on April 15. Barry Fikes Photo 


Meanwhile, DuBose seems more con- and offensive coordinator, has not only 
cerned that the public recognize that done an exceptional job in developing 
Neil Callaway, the offensive line coach __ players, overseeing the development of 
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alk of a new weight room has been a popular subject recently 
among Tide fans. But the first step toward improving the 
strength and conditioning program announced by new 
Athletics Director Mal Moore involved people, not buildings. Jesper 
Sjokvist was recently hired as Alabama's newest full-time coach, rais- 
ing to eight the number of staff members in the weight room. 

Sjokvist had previously served as a graduate assistant at Alabama for 
the past 18 months. The personnel move was one long sought by Tide 
Strength and Conditioning Coach Terry Jones. And once Moore had 
settled into his new job, finalizing the decision was one of the first 
items on his agenda. Both Moore and Head Football Coach Mike 
DuBose have made no secret of their belief that additional coaches 
were vital to improving the program. 

Besides Jones and Sjokvist, other full-time assistants in the program 
inchide Matt Parker, former Tide player who was brought on board 
last summer, and Steve Martin, another former Bama player with over 
10 years of experience as a strength coach. 


Alabama Adds Personnel In Strength And Conditioning Program 


Each full-time coach is paired with a graduate assistant to help with 
the job, That group includes Paul Pickett (Sjokvist), Jarrod Warren 
(Jones), Chris Cournoyer (Martin) and Lyle Henley (Parker). Henley 
is the newest man in the weight room, having recently arrived in 
Tuscaloosa from Louisiana Tech. 

The four staffers are responsible for training athletes in 22 different 
sports. Each coach handles five or six sports with everyone assisting 
with football. Based on participation, the largest sport at Alabama, 
with over 130 athletes, is football, followed by baseball. With that 
many athletes all requiring time in only two facilities (there is a small- 
er weight room in the basement of Coleman Coliseum), its evident 
why so many Tide fans are calling for expansion of the athletic com- 
plex. 

The added personnel among the weight room staff, however, are an 
important first step toward improving the strength program at The 
Capstone, 


-J.E. Lisby 


the offensive game plan each week, and, 
perhaps most important, not seeking 
recognition. “I think the thing that gets 
lost in the shuffle of all this talk is how 
unselfish Neil Callaway has been in this 
total progress and the great job he has 
done,” DuBose said. The Tide head 
coach echoes his predecessor, Gene 


taking it,” DuBose said. “But right now I 
don’t see any jobs out there better than 
the ones here.” 

There has also been a great deal of dis- 
cussion about assistant coaches receiving 
pay raises after DuBose received a con- 
tract extension. Athletics Director Mal 
Moore said that sometime in February 


he expects to receive recommendations 
from DuBose on the salaries of the assis- 
tant coaches. 


fter recruiting, DuBose and the 
staff will have work to do plan- 
ning spring practice. The tenta- 
tive starting date (subject to weather) is 


Stallings, in the belief that success de- 
pends on having people who don’t care 
who gets credit for it, and DuBose says 
Callaway is such a person. “You've got to 
be unselfish within the team concept,” 
the head coach said. 

In an interview with The Birmingham 
News, Johnson seemed irritated about 
talk of the possibility of him leaving. 
However, that talk was fueled by the best 
possible reason for an assistant coach to 
leave: Johnson was mentioned as a can- 
didate for the head coaching job at 
North Carolina State. Johnson didn’t get 
that position, but having his name in 
head coaching conversation could help 
him in future 

There is almost always talk of Assistant 
Head Coach and Recruiting Coordinator 
Ronnie Cottrell being lured away, but 
Cottrell is unlikely to consider anything 
other than a head coaching position 
(and he knows that not every head job is 
a good one). 

The bottom line on the staff, DuBose 
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said, is that he knows that the time will 
come when he does lose assistants, but 
this year he expects to have everyone 
back. “If there’s a job out there that's bet- 
ter than the one he has, then I’m for him 
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FOOTBALL FAX 


Get up-to-date information 
with the ‘BAMA FOOTBALL FAX. 
Your subscription includes 
football reports three days a 
week (Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday) during football season, 
and after spring practice days. 
Reports arrive Monday through 
Friday during the recruiting 
season. You also get reports any 
time Bama news breaks. You 
get accurate reports waiting for 
you when you reach your Fax 
machine each morning. 

This exclusive for Bama mag- 
azine subscribers is available 
for $150 and your FOOTBALL 
FAX subscription carries an un- 
conditional money back guar- 
antee on the unused portion. 

Your BAMA FOOTBALL FAX 
subscription will be for one full 
year from the day you join. 

Subscribe today to BAMA 
FOOTBALL Fax. 

To subscribe, complete the 
form and mail to: 

‘BAMA FOOTBALL FAX 

P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
OR (credit card orders only) 
CALL 1-800-713-2261 
OR FAX (205) 345-1260 
J Yes, | want Football Fax. 

1 enclose $150. 


J Check or money order 
J Visa MasterCard 


Card # 


Monday, March 13. As usual, spring 
training will be interrupted by The 
University’s spring break, March 31- 
April 2. The A-Day Game will be April 
15. Although this will be a discussion for 
later, it would seem possible that a lack 
of personnel at a few positions might 
make it difficult to have a real game for 
A-Day. 

Indeed, DuBose said he would like to 
have four scrimmages during the spring, 
but doesn’t know if he has enough play- 
ers at every position for that. For in- 
stance, losing three seniors off the defen- 
sive line and having one returning player 
doubtful for spring practice limits the 
number of scrimmage opportunities. 

The depth chart this spring will be al- 
fected in part by a couple of top per- 
formers who suffered injuries last year. 
Middle linebacker Marvin Constant defi- 
nitely will not participate in spring prac- 
lice. However, the latest examinations of 
Constant, who suffered a very bad knee 
injury against LSU, have been encourag- 
ing and he is expected back next fall. In 
the same game, defensive tackle Kenny 
Smith suffered a knee injury that was 
not quite as serious as Constant’s. While 
Smith is unlikely to be able to participate 
in all phases of spring practice, it is be- 
lieved that he will be able to do some 
work. 

Constant was one ol five Crimson Tide 
freshmen named to the SEC All- 
Freshman Team as selected by the 
league's coaches. He and quarterback 
Tyler Watts were redshirt freshmen 
picked to the honor squad, while true 
freshmen offensive tackle Dante 
Ellington, linebacker Saleem Rasheed 
and defensive lineman Kenny King were 
named. 

Marvin Brown, a junior fullback, may 
return for the 2000 season, but he won't 
be going through spring practice. 
DuBose announced that Brown had been 
suspended for an unspecified violation 
of team rules. Although there had been 
no announcement, it was noticed that 
Brown. did not participate in the Orange 
Bowl alter he had played in every game 
during the regular season, It is believed 
Brown was held out of the Orange Bowl 
game for academic reasons. 

DuBose said Brown “might be back in 
the fall, but it depends on several 


things.” The 6-0, 250-pound fullback 
was little used as a ball-carrier, only 
three carries for six yards, but he was a 
prominent member of special teams. 
There's little doubt that the most mem- 
orable play of his 1999 season was his 
fourth quarter fumble recovery of a 
punt against Florida, which led to a 
game-tying touchdown and eventual 
overtime victory over the Gators in 
Gainesville. 

With the suspension of Brown, Bama 
has only returning senior starter Dustin 
McClintock at fullback. Jeremy Walker. 
who was a back-up middle linebacker as 
a true freshman last fall, had been re- 
cruited as both a fullback and lineback- 
er, and the possibility is now increased 
that Walker will be at fullback in the 
spring. 

lt was also announced that tight end 
Johnovan Morgan has transferred to 
Jones County (Mississippi) Community 
College in an attempt to right himself 
academically. Morgan, who had not seen 
action in his first two years at Bama, 
hopes to re-sign with Alabama after a 
year at Jones. 

Alabama has its top three tight ends re- 
turning this year in two-year starter 
Terry Jones, Shawn Draper, and Theo 
Sanders. Draper was used primarily in 
double tight end sets, while Sanders was 
third team. A redshirt freshman, Casey 
Gilbert, could be a tight end, although 
some think that at 6-4, 270, he has the 
look of a guard. 

Another off-season development has 
affected tight end. Alabama had expected 
to get highly-regarded Michael Gaines 
eligible for this spring. However, the 6-3, 
255-pound prep All-America from 
Tallahassee, Florida, was not admitted to 
The University. After speculation that 
Gaines might end up at Miami, he 
signed with Central Florida, A bit of 
irony: South Florida, where former Bama 
star Steve Sloan is athletics director, and 
Gaines will be in Tuscaloosa October 28, 
the probable homecoming date for 
Alabama, 

Although there has been no announce- 
ment, it is also believed that back-up of- 
fensive guard Kenric Lou has left the 
team. Lott, a junior college transfer, was 
redshirted in 1998 and played six snaps 
against Houston last season. 
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Mal Moore At Work: 


One Thing Missing: Enough Time 


by Kirk McNair 


New athletics director has been getting things done, but there is no shortage of tasks 


ew Alabama Athletics Director Mal 

Moore has been busy in his first 

month or so on the job. And busy in 
ways he didn’t expect in some cases. 
Recently, Alabama was hosting Auburn in 
gymnastics. The event drew over 10,000, 
most of whom had to buy tickets that after- 
noon. 

Moore had been visiting with Head Coach 
Sarah Patterson in her Coleman Coliseum 
olfice prior to the meet. When he walked 
outside he saw the long line of gymnastics 
fans waiting to buy tickets. Moore immedi- 
ately rounded up additional help for the 
ticket office. The new athletics director then 
made his way down the line of fans, intro- 
ducing himself and thanking them for their 
support. 

In his short time on the job he has made it 
a point to meet with the members of all the 
athletics teams at Alabama. For many it is 
their first contact with an athletics director. 
Moore has told the athletes that it is his goal 
wo provide all they need to be successful on 
the courts and fields and in the classroom, 
But its not a one-way street, The consum- 
mate Alabama man has also charged them 
with their responsibilities as representatives 
of The University, challenging them lo con- 
tinue the high standards that have been es- 
tablished by their predecessors. 

Moore, not that long removed from being 
a football coach, also takes time with Bama’s 
football assistants, particularly Quarterbacks 
Coach Charlie Stubbs, to talk shop. 

While the Tide’s new athletics director 
puts an “Aw, shucks, anyone would have 
done it,” disclaimer to his deeds, they have 
not gone unappreciated in the department, 
where morale is on the rise. 

When Crimson Tide basketball fans com- 
plained of parking (and entrance and egress 
from the lots) at Coleman Coliseum, Moore 
met with University Police officials and 
worked out a new. more efficient plan. 
Moore believes that one of his strengths 
comes from having spoken to many groups 
of aliimni and fans over the years. That's be- 
cause in those meetings he has received 
feedback from Bama followers and Moore 
has always considered those supporters im- 
portant. 
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Those alumni and [ans are going to be 
critical to future Crimson Tide athletics suc- 
cess, Moore said, While Tide Pride donation 
levels and football ticket prices will remain 
level for the time being, the department is 
preparing to launch its first major fund-rais- 
ing effort since the inception of Tide Pride 
over a decade ago. 

Bill Farley is director of athletics develop- 
ment and he is being given an expanded 
stalf of well-known assistants, Randy Ross, 
former football recruiting coordinator; 
Kermit Koenig, former basketball assistant 
coach; and Wayne Atcheson, former sports 
information director and more recently asso- 
ciate director of Tide Pride, will make up the 
team in this athletics campaign. Moreover, 


Moore has told Alabama's coaches, who 
often have felt the need to seek out dona- 
tions, that his office will take care of that so 
the coaches can concentrate on their jobs. 

The athletics development department ts 
also vetting new digs. Farley and his staff 
will be in new offices this spring in Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. Moore said, “This will 
make good use of available space, plus be an 
asset in the campaign. We hope that poten- 
tial donors will want to drop by and see Bill 
and his stalf in the stadium and take time to 
go into the stadium when they are here.” 

As unpleasant as it may be to discuss 
money, the issuc is critical to Moore. 
Alabama, like most major college programs 
have been for decades, is a bit pinched for 
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the first time in its history. This year’s foot- 
ball season was a help in that the Tide 
should realize over $1 million profit from its 
Orange Bowl appearance. 

Moore is pleased that Alabama was able to 
cul expenses to some extent while having an 
official party of some 750 in Miami. And it 
was also important to Moore that Alabama 
did everything the Orange Bowl asked in 
terms of having the band. cheerleaders, 
coaches, players, and administrators at func- 
lions. “That reputation is important with 
bowl representatives,” Moore said. 


oore knew that one important 

function he would have facing him 

when he became athletics director 
would be future football schedules. In some 
upcoming seasons the NCAA will allow 
teams to schedule a 12th regular season 
game. Moore has been in contact with a 
number of schools to secure opponents for 
home games, both in those seasons when a 
12th game is permitted and in future sea- 
sons for non-conference games. 

Like most football fans, Moore appreciates 
the upcoming Alabama schedules in which 
the Crimson Tide will play home and away 
games with UCLA, Oklahoma, Penn State 
and Notre Dame. However, he points out 
that Alabama playing an away game instead 
of a home game costs The University as 
much as $2 million, 


mong the most important tasks com- 

pleted by Moore were the contract 

negotiations that resulted in exten- 
sions for Head Football Coach Mike DuBose 
and Head Baseball Coach Jim Wells. In late 
December, while the Tide was in Miami, 
Florida, for the Orange Bowl, Moore an- 
nounced that DuBose’s contract had been 
extended two years, a move that assures 
DuBose will remain at Alabama through 
January 31, 2004+. DuBose’s compensation 
remains the same with one possible excep- 
tion. He would be awarded a $25,000 bonus 
if he is selected as the Paul W. Bryant 
National Coach of the Year, 

The changes to the existing contract were 
approved by the compensation committee of 
The University of Alabama Board of 
Trustees. University of Alabama President 
Andrew Sorensen recommended the change 
and the committee acted on the recommen- 
dation. 

“lam pleased to announce this contract 
extension,” said Moore. “I can't say enough 
about how proud | am of Coach DuBose and 
the entire football staff for their accomplish- 
ments this season and the class way they 
have run the program. Having been in the 
coaching profession, | am keenly aware of 
how difficult it is to achieve this level of 
success. Dr. Sorensen and | are pleased that 
Coach DuBose has signed this contract ex- 
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Mal Moore 


tension, an agreement that will lead this pro- 
gram well into the next century.” 

“This agreement gives our coaching staff 
the security they deserve and they need to 
positively affect recruiting during this up- 
coming signing period,” said DuBose. “In 
signing this contract, | am continuing my 
agreement made with Dr. Sorensen. | also 
appreciate the opportunity to lead this pro- 
gram in the years to come.” 

DuBose was not relieved from his pledge 
to pay The University $360,000, slightly 
more than the amount Alabama paid his for- 
mer secretary, Debbie Gibson, following her 
sexual harassment charge against DuBose. 

A few days after Moore returned to 
Tuscaloosa following the Orange Bowl, the 
athletics director announced the extension 
of Wells’ contract. His current contract ex- 
pires June 30, 2000, and this approval pro- 
vides a four-year extension to June 30, 2004. 
Compensation will range from $140,000 to 
$170,000 per year over the next four years, 
including benefits and bonuses. 

“Coach Wells and his staff have done a 
tremendous job in making Alabama one of the 
most successful baseball programs in the 
country,” Moore said. “We are pleased to an- 
nounce this extension of his contract, which 
will allow him to continue his excellent work 
at Alabama [or years to come. I appreciate his 
hard work and dedication to The University 
of Alabama and look forward to his continued 
efforts with our baseball program.” 

In addition, assistant coaches Mitch 
Gaspard and Todd Butler, and director of 
baseball operations Jim Gatewood received 
enhanced compensation packages. 


oore has been involved in facilities, 
and one reason Wells agreed to a 
contract extension was the work 


that has been done on Bama’s Sewell- 
Thomas Stadium. In a project begun under 
Moore's predecessor, Bob Bockrath, the field 
has been completely re-worked and the sta- 
dium is in the final stages of renovation. 

The stadium expansion includes 2,000 
permanent seats, plus a dressing room, lock- 
er room, training room, meeting room and 
indoor hitting cages and pitching machines. 

Fans will also benefit [rom the new con- 
cession stands and restroom facilities, plus 
the addition of chairback and grandstand 
seating down the right field line. 

Moore said, “Everything may not be fin- 
ished when we open the season, but every- 
thing for the fans—seating, concession 
stands, restrooms-should be ready.” 

Bama will also be opening a new soltball 
stadium this spring and that $2.1 million fa- 
cility is nearing completion. It will seat 1,500 
and include restrooms, concession stands 
and a field house. The actual playing field 
was completed carlier and has been used for 
practice prior to the start of the season. 

Moore is in the process of evaluating the 
overall facilities plans of The University. 

Bockrath commissioned engineering and 
architectural firms to present long-range 
plans and Moore has been in meetings to be- 
come familiar with those recommendations, 
Moore said, “I wasn't involved in that (as an 
associate athletics director).” Nevertheless, 
he is aware of needs. He also notes that, “We 
have a world-class engineering school here 
and I'd like to take advantage of that in 
some of our facilities planning.” 

A football weight room has been the 
poster child of Alabama athletics facilities, 
and Moore agrees with DuBose that an up- 
grade is needed. However, a final plan on 
how that will be done has not been reached, 
There have been proposals to build a new fa- 
cility, to expand the current strength and 
conditioning room in the Football Building, 
and to move the weight room to the Hank 
Crisp Indoor Facility. 

Moore also hopes to have a new tennis fa- 
cility, in part because “Football, basketball 
and baseball need that area for parking,” he 
said. “Ideally, we'll eventually have a tennis 
stadium and recreational tennis facilities 
near the University Recreation Center.” 

And among top priority items in facilities 
is a renovated Bryant Hall, the former home 
of Alabama football and men’s basketball 
players, as an academics center. “We are just 
too cramped in the annex we are in now,” 
Moore said. “Its a good building and a great 
location.” The plan is to convert the dormi- 
tory rooms into computer laboratories, study 
halls, and other academic support areas. 

There is also a long-range plan for renova- 
tion of Coleman Coliseum in the early plan- 
ning stages. Possibilities include a new floor, 
a new configuration of the seating area, and 
new and expanded offices. 
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He’s Living A Childhood Dream 


by J.E. Lisby 


Next step is to take a spot 
in rebuilt defensive front 


‘ou will find them all over the state-lit- 

tle boys, some barely old enough to 

walk, wearing Alabama jerseys and 
cherishing the dream of one day playing foot- 
ball for the Alabama Crimson Tide. 

Standing 6-5 and weighing over 300 
pounds, Tide defensive tackle Todd 
Whitmore would seem to have little in com- 
mon with those youngsters. But he does, be- 
cause he used to be one of those children 
with crimson stars in his eyes. For Whitmore, 
just suiting up and jogging onto the field to 
the strands of “Yea, Alabama” is the realiza- 
tion of a childhood fantasy. 

“It really does seem sometimes like I'm liv- 
ing a dream,” Whitmore said. “I grew up 
cheering for Alabama, Sometimes it just hits 
me. | wake up some mornings and think, ‘I'm 
playing football at The University of 
Alabama, I'm part of one of the richest tradi- 
tions in college football.’ This is where I've al- 
ways wanted to be, and I've enjoyed every 
moment,” 

Whitmore didn’t follow the typical path to 
Bama. By his own admission, in high school 
he was “just an average player.” But his coach 
in tiny Ranburn, Alabama, contacted the stalf 
at East Mississippi Community College and 
he was awarded a scholarship. While there, 
he credits excellent coaching (along with a 
lot. of hard work) with his blossoming into a 
major college prospect. 

Under Head Coach Mike DuBose, Alabama 
doesn't sign many junior college athletes, but 
the timing was right for Whitmore. The Tide 
was battling probation-related depth prob- 
lems and needed players who could con- 
tribute immediately. However, playing time 
didn’t come as quickly as Whitmore or the 
Alabama coaches had hoped. He was red- 
shirted his first season. In 1999 he played in 
seven games as a back-up. 

Next season Whitmore's playing time could 
increase dramatically. Overall, Alabama loses 
few players from its Southeastern Conference 
championship roster. However, one crucial 
position on the team is surrounded by ques- 
tion marks. Defense wins championships, 
And dominating defense begins along the line 
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of scrimmage. keyed by the play of the interi- 
or tackles. 

Unfortumately for the Tide, the one position 
hit hardest by graduation is defensive tackle. 
Starter and defensive co-captain Cornelius 
Griffin is gone, along with key back-ups 
Jamie Carter and Reggie Grimes (a starter late 
in the season alter Kenny Smith, the other 
starting tackle, suffered a knee injury). Smith 
now is recovering from knee surgery. 

As delensive line coach for Alabama, Lance 
Thompson doesn’t have to study a depth 
chart to recognize the problem. He knows the 
harsh realities it presents better than anyone, 
But perhaps typically of an assistant to Mike 
DuBose, he sees it as an opportunity. “Going 
into spring practice, we're really expecting a 
lot of Todd,” Thompson said. “He's got to re- 
ally step up his game and be a player we can 
depend on inside." 

Tide Strength and Conditioning Coach 
(and former NFL defensive tackle) Terry 
Jones echoes those thoughts. “Its all laid out 
for Todd, We're losing three key guys at de- 
fensive tackle. Those were great players, And 
Kenny got hurt, too, So Todd's got a terrific 
opportunity to play. If he wants it.” 


itmore wants it. “You obviously 

don't want to lose good players 

and you certainly don’t want to 

lose teammates,” Whitmore said. “But I think 
it does create an opportunity for me. I've got 
a chance lo step up and show what | can do.” 
Whitmore is one of those players who is 
quiet and easy-going off the field, but entirely 
different in competition. “Todd's changed a 
lot since he arrived,” Jones said. “He was a 
quiet kid, but he’s got some ‘mean’ in him 
now. And | like some of that in a player. At 
this level you've got to have that to succeed.” 

For Whitmore, letting loose a little pent-up 
aggression during games is just part of what it 
takes to play defensive tackle in the SEC. “A 
good defensive lineman may have different 
personalities off the field,” he said. “But once 
you get on that field, you've got to be intense. 
You can't have any friends out there. Physical 
play is what works so you've got to be aggres- 
sive and go hard on every play. So, yeah, I'd 
say you have to have a mean streak in you. 
You're not trying to hurt the other guy, but 
you want to get the job done at any cost. 

“If you can find a weakness, you try to ex- 
pose it as much as possible. If he’s weak and 
can't stop a bull rush, then that's what you're 
going to do. You'll keep pounding him with it 
every time." 


Most junior college transfers started their 
careers at that level for academic reasons. 
Whitmore went to junior college for athletic 
reasons. In fact, were it not for football he 
would already have his degree and be teach- 
ing school, He's had to delay student teaching 
(and graduation) until next spring. “Its taken 
me longer because of football,” he said. 
“During fall semester I can’t take any classes 
that require me to go into the schools.” 

Next year will mark not only the beginning 
ol his teaching career, but also the end of his 
playing days, and Whitmore admits to some 
sadness at the thought. “I've played football 
most of my life,” he said. “I started in fourth 
grade and it’s going to be interesting when it’s 
finally over, seeing if 1 can find something 
else to occupy my time.” But he does expect 
to keep a hand in football as an assistant 
coach, 

Even though football was Whitmore’ ticket 
1o a teaching degree, it may not be his best 
sport. “I do miss playing other sports some- 
times,” he said. “And the one I miss most is 
baseball.” Whitmore, who earned all-state as 
a prep pitcher, said, “My best pitch was just 
throwing it fast. Nobody could hit my fastball 
so | didn’t need any other pitches, We were a 
small school and when I walked out on the 
mound | was usually so much bigger than the 
other players that | had half the battle won 
before | ever threw a pitch. They'd be bailing 
out on me from the start. That's definitely 
what | miss most. Baseball.” 

But while the prospect of a 6-5, 300-pound 
pitcher throwing smoke for Coach Jim Wells’ 
Tide baseball team is intriguing, Whitmore 
knows his physical talents lie on the gridiron, 
And he’s enthusiastic about helping Alabama 
repeal as SEC champions by first winning the 
war along the line of scrimmage. 

Battling in the trenches against the 
Tennessees and Michigans of the world isn't a 
job for the faint of heart or the lazy. It re- 
quires total exertion from the moment the 
ball is snapped till the whistle blows. “On the 
defensive line it's a matter of just laying ev- 
erything out on the line for every play,” 
Whitmore said. “You've got to have maxi- 
mum effort. 1S quick reaction and running to 
the football full-speed on every down. You're 
going wide-open all the time. And if you get 
tired, then send somebody else in there.” 

Whitmore will be the first to tell you he's 
not the most physically gifted athlete to play 
the position. He quickly names Cornelius 
Griffin as the best lineman he’s ever been 
around because of his “work ethic and con- 
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sistency.” And he marvels over Kenny Smith's 
combination of quickness and strength. 
Whitmore is openly envious of Smith's quick- 
ness. 


is coach believes Whitmore can be an 

effective lineman for the Tide. “Todd's 

a tough kid who plays with great ef- 
fort,” Thompson said. “Those are his trade- 
marks. He needs to work on his quickness 
and learning our schemes, but he'll make his 
living with his effort and being a physical, 
tough guy. 

“He's particularly good against the run. 
He's just so big. But because he’s such a big 
guy, he can also help you in the pass rush by 
providing inside push and collapsing the 
pocket. When he’s playing hard, staying low 
and using good technique, he’s a real load 
rushing the passer.” 

The ultimate goal of a pass rusher is to sack 
the opposing quarterback. Whitmore has got- 
ten in on enough to know that he definitely 
wants more. “When you make a sack and the 
crowd roars, you just get chills,” he said. 
“Hearing the crowd get excited about some- 
thing you just did makes you shiver from the 
excitement. When you've made a big hit, the 
noise just washes over you. When the crowd 
gets excited, you can actually feel it. Its really 
something.” 

It would seem the players would have diffi- 
culty hearing. Not so, according to 
Whitmore. “Even in the middle of all the 
noise at a place like Florida Field, you can 
still hear the quarterback calling the signals,” 
he said. “When you're out there and you're 
playing, you're usually not even aware that 
there are people in the stands. It's just you 
and him. And you've got to beat him. A lot of 
times you're not thinking at all; you're just re- 
acting to what he does. You don’t hear the 
noise until after the play.” 

During this past championship season, 
there were plenty of big plays turned in by 
Tide defensive linemen. Whitmore under- 
stands the challenge of replacing the talented 
players who have graduated, but he thinks 
that with hard work the defense and team 
can be even better next season. “Before the 
Orange Bowl game all the players were talk- 
ing about how we were just a play or two 
away from competing for the national cham- 
pionship,” he said. “Getting so close but los- 
ing a tough game to Michigan was a wake-up 
call. That showed us how much harder we 
need to work. Next season we've got a lot of 
people coming back and so many seniors that 
we'll have an opportunity for 13-0 and a re- 
turn trip to the Orange Bowl. Everybody's 
talking about that and how good we can be.” 

Tide coaches are hoping that Whitmore can 
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Todd Whitmore (61) will be among those trying to fill in a major gap when Bama begins preparation 
of its Southeastern Conference championship defense this spring. Whitmore is an upcoming senior de- 


fensive tackle prospect. 


elevate his play and help fill gaps at defensive 
tackle next year. Whitmore relishes the chal- 
lenge. “This will be my last year here, so | 
want to provide some leadership,” he said. 
“Our goal as a team is winning a national 
championship. Anything less and we won't be 
completely satisfied. 

“My goal is to step up, work as hard as | 


Butch Dill Photo 


can and do the best I can. If that means I earn 
a starting role, fine. If it means I make All- 
SEC, even better. Or if it just means that I 
provide solid depth, that’s fine as well. 
Whatever it takes to help the team, that’s 
what I want to do.” 

Because, after all, he’s already living out his 
dream. 
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Terrance “Doc” Martin: 


The Epitome Of A Team Player 


by Kirk McNair 


Junior is anxious for Tide 
to begin getting victories 


here always seems to be a sense of ur- 

gency in Terrance “Doc” Martin. 

When he has the ball, the feeling is 
that an effort is going to be made to get it 
into the basket, either by shot or by assist. 
When his opponent has the basketball, Doc 
Martin wants to make him as uncomfortable 
as possible. Indeed, Martin doesn’t even want 
the man he’s guarding to have an opportuni- 
ty to catch the ball, much less shoot it. 

And in a difficult season, Doc Martin des- 
perately wants to find a way to win. 

“Sometimes it’s frustrating,” he said of the 
1999-2000 season in which wins are difficult 
to come by. “We're so young and we make so 
many mistakes that inexperienced players 
will make. But we're getting more experi- 
enced every day. If we'll keep trying hard to 
get better and stay positive, I think good 
things will happen.” 

Head Coach Mark Gottfried calls Martin 
“probably the most sincere team player I 
have ever been around. He genuinely cares 
about the team more than himself, which is 
the epitome of a team player. He is a first 
team player, but he doesn’t care if he starts. 
What he cares about is finding a way to win. 
Doc has tried to provide leadership, stability, 
and direction to a very young team. He 
comes in and works hard every day. He 
shows the guys by example what has to be 
done each day.” 

The junior from Tuscaloosa was thrust into 
a leadership role when senior center Jeremy 
Hays was lost early in the year with a knee 
injury. “When he was here, he was the stabi- 
lizing factor on the court,” Martin said. “He 
was the role model and the leader I was 
looking to. Now I've had to step up as a lead- 
er a lot earlier than I expected.” 

Although he has missed only a few games 
with injuries, Martin knows something 
about knee surgeries, too. At the end of his 
freshman season in March, 1998, he under- 
went successful surgery to repair a partial 
tear of the meniscus in his left knee. Then, 
during practice in Hawaii for the Pearl 
Harbor Classic in December, 1998, he suf- 
fered a meniscal tear in his right knee and 
underwent surgery. 
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Doc Martin is best known as a defensive stopper, but he has had big moments offensively as when he 
scored 20 points in Alabama's upset win over Kentucky last year. The junior is the leader of this year’s 


Bama team. 


Martin is so much the team player that it’s 
difficult to define his position. He sometimes 
plays the role of big guard, sometimes small 
forward. He'll even bring the ball up court. 


Kent Gidley Photo 


“I'm whatever Coach needs,” Martin said. 
“Point, wing, inside. | consider myself a utili- 
ty player.” 

He said, “There are certain things that a 
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coach needs [rom a player at times. We have 
a lot of offensive weapons, so sometimes | 
may not need to be the shooter. But there is 
never a time that a player can’t help with de- 
fense and rebounding and taking the charge. 
I try to provide that.” 

Martin has had his moments on offense. 
The biggest Crimson Tide victory in Martin's 
career came last year when the Tide upset 
eighth-ranked Kentucky. Most rightly re- 
member the big plays by Sam Haginas at the 
end of the game to provide the victory, But it 
was Martin who was the big offensive gun 
that night, hitting for a career-high 20 
points. “Things just went my way that 
night,” Martin said. He hit seven of 11 field 
goal attempts, including four of seven three- 
point shots. He also had seven rebounds in 
that game. 


owever, it is on defense where 
Hie: is most effective. “Defense is 
the one constant in basketball,” 
Martin said. “There may be nights when the 
shots aren’t falling, but if you are sound on 
defense you always have a chance to win.” 
He said, “You have (o have a passion to 
play defense. The coaches can teach you 
things, footwork and fundamentals, but basi- 
cally being a good defensive player is having 
the want to and being mentally tough. | like 
being labeled a defensive stopper.” 

Martin said, “When I have a good night on 
offense, I consider that to be a little some- 
thing extra for the team. But | expect to al- 
ways have a good night on defense.” 

Part of his defensive ability comes natural- 
ly. Although Martin is just over 6-3, he has 
the arm-spread of a seven-footer. He laughs 
at whether his arms grew too much or he 
didn't grow enough, but said, “I consider ita 
blessing. Some have an advantage in athletic 
ability. | think my long arms give me an ad- 
vantage, particularly on defense.” 

Those arms were a big part of an important 
Alabama victory this year. Bama had battled 
back to tie Mississippi State and send the game 
into overtime in Coleman Coliseum. But the 
Bulldogs had moved back out front in the final 
moments of the overtime period. A key play in 
Bama going ahead was Martin reaching out 
and stealing an in-bounds pass. He then had 
the presence of mind to call a time-out before 
going out of bounds himself. The Tide used 
that possession to take the lead for good. 
Martin called that win “a big confidence- 
builder. We know now if we're down, but we 
continue to work hard, good things can hap- 
pen. We need to be hungry for more wins.” 

Martin's preparation is also a reason for his 
defensive success. For one thing, he works 
as hard as he can in practice each day. He 
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guards Bama players as thorougly as he does 
opponents. “I want it to be as tough as possi- 
ble,” he said, “That way we won't be sur- 
prised when we get into a game.” 

He also prepares mentally before each con- 
test. “I read the scouting reports on every 
player | might be guarding,” he said. “I 
watch videotapes of them, concentrating on 
each player | might be guarding. | can’t make 
a mistake, so I do my homework.” 

Martin doesn’t always start the game, “That 
doesn't matter,” he said. “1 know I’m going to 
play regardless whether 1 start or come off 
the bench. I’m just happy to be playing.” 

When he’s on the bench, that time, too, is 
spent primarily in preparing himself to play 
defense. “The main thing I’m watching is 
what the other team is doing on offense,” he 
said. “And I'm thinking about what I can do 
to stop them. But sometimes we need an ol- 
fensive spark, and | think about what I can 
do to give it. In short, I’m looking to see 
what needs doing, and then going out there 
and trying to do it. The main thing is to do 
your best when you have the opportunity.” 


artin is surrounded by a “Kiddie 
Corps,” an Alabama basketball 
team made up almost entirely of in- 


experienced players, The good news is that 
they will all return next year. Additionally, 
Bama has had a great recruiting effort for 
next year, headed by Childersburg’s Gerald 
Wallace, considered by many as the nation’s 
top high school senior player. Finally, Jeremy 
Hays will be back after rehabilitating from 
the surgery following the knee injury that 
eliminated him from play this season. 

Martin understands that many in the 
Alabama camp have begun the chorus, “Wait 
until next year.” However, he has short term 
goals. “I approach it one day at a time, one 
practice period at a time,” he said. “We've 
got a lot of young guys, but I've never heard 
any of them say anything about next year. 
We're trying to win the next game. My job is 
to focus on the task at hand, which is win- 
ning basketball games. We need to win the 
SEC Tournament this year and make the 
NCAA Tournament this year. We'll worry 
about next season when it gets here.” 

But there is one time each home game 
when Doc Martin thinks briefly about the fu- 
ture. “Before they introduce the line-up,” he 
said, “they show that video of Alabama leg- 
ends, All of us want to be up there one day, 
We're in a little down period now, but we're 
trying to build it back up. Alabama has a rep- 
utation as a football school, but we all know 
that Alabama has great basketball tradition, 
too, and we want to be a part of the basket- 
ball greatness.” 
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Wells Says Tide Will 
Be A Very Good Team 


by Peter Edmund 


Most top players return 
from World Series squad 


t may be a new millennium, but the ex- 

pectations are the same for the Alabama 

Crimson Tide baseball team. Jim Wells is 
beginning his sixth year as head coach of the 
Crimson Tide and he is looking to continue 
the winning tradition of Alabama baseball. 

The Crimson Tide has an abundance of tal- 
ent ready to replace three All-America players 
and one All-Southeastern Conference pitcher, 
which means this could be one of the best 
Crimson Tide nine in history. Alabama re- 
turns six everyday starters and five pitchers 
off last year’s team that won 53 games and 
placed fourth in the College World Series. 

“We lost two All-Americas that were very 
good offensive players, but we have six or 
seven returning starters that will make us a 
very good team this year,” Wells said. ‘I like 
the make-up of this team. We should be a 
solid team and a better defensive team than 
last year.” 

The core of the Alabama pitching staff is a 
solid one as Jonathan Blankenship (left-hand- 
ed junior who had a 10-3 record with a 4.12 
earned run average), Lance Cormier (right- 
handed sophomore, 6-3, 6.24 ERA, L1 saves) 
and Scott Murphy (right-handed soph, 8-0, 
5.18 ERA, 3 saves) return from last year. 
Kevin Marzion (right-handed junior, 4-0, 
4.60 ERA) and Jeremy Vaughn (right-handed 
soph, 1-0, 1.74 ERA) bolstered the pitching 
staff in post-season play and B.J. Green 
(right-handed junior, 5-1, 5.59 ERA) was 
solid early in the year, winning five games. 

In addition to those returning pitchers, the 
coaching staff has added a number of arms to 
the mix hoping to create some depth. “We 
tried to accumulate more pitching instead of 
the extra hitters,” Wells said. “Hopefully, that 
will give us more depth this year.” 

Blankenship, Cormier and Murphy are the 
scheduled starters coming out of the fall. All 
three are experienced and pitched a good 
amount of quality innings for the Tide last year. 

“Cormier is healthy and had a tremendous 


Although the name of the game is baseball, it 
could be called pitching, because most believe 
that’s the most important element. Alabama has 
strong pitching returning in the arms of (left to 
right) Lance Cormier, Jonathan Blankenship, 
and Scott Murphy. Barry Fikes Photo 


fall,” Wells said. “He has a chance to have a 
very good year. Murphy has improved and 
shows a lot of confidence. He has added an- 
other pitch which will make him even more 
effective. Blankenship had the type of fall that 
puts him in the top group of pitchers. He im- 
proved more than anyone on the staff. The 
key for him is confidence and he showed a 
lot of that last fall.” 

Blankenship will likely be one of the Tide's 
three starters, but if someone else develops, he 
has the flexibility to pitch in middle relief or 
be the closer, Wells is looking for depth, 
which translates into mid-week pitching and 
relief in SEC series. Bama has the numbers to 
put up quality innings this year. Michael 
Rainwater, Kevin Schomas and Jason Gingrich 
are the leaders out of the bullpen. Rainwater 
and Marzion both pitched well last fall and 
caught the coach's eye. Schomas and Gingrich 
are more suited for the bullpen and one could 
end up as the Tide’ closer this season. 

In addition, Alabama has three left-handed 
position players who tried their hands on the 
mound this fall and could be used this sea- 
son. Outfielder Darren Wood was impressive 
last fall along with Ben King, also an outfield- 
er, and Aaron Clark, a first baseman. Alabama 
added two more arms at mid-semester with 
the addition of Matt Goldsmith and Jeffrey 
Norris. Both should be able to help the Tide 
this season. 


labama has the luxury of having two 

everyday catchers on its roster for sec- 

ond consecutive season. Kelley 
Gulledge (junior, .344, 11 home runs, 53 
runs batted in) and Rock Mills (soph, .282, 1 
HR, 16 RB1) both started last year, with 
Gulledge seeing the bulk of the action behind 
the plate. Gulledge may be one of the Tide's 
most improved players entering the 2000 sea- 
son. He has worked hard at all three areas of 
his game and looks to have a big year behind 
the plate. 

“Gulledge is a solid player,” Wells said. “He 
has become more aggressive and developed 
into a fine defensive catcher. He has also be- 
come a great clutch hitter. He is a key guy on 
this team.” Mills also saw action behind the 
plate last year and will contend for a starting 
assignment this time around. 

“We have two solid catchers and I am not 
opposed to playing two catchers,” Bama’s 
coach said. “Mills showed he could play last 
year and I expect him to be a better player 
this year.” 

With three-quarters of the starting infield 
returning from last year, it is easy to see why 
Wells thinks this may be one of his better de- 
fensive units at Alabama. The Crimson Tide 
returns Jeremy Brown (soph, .347, 15 HR, 69 
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Alabama's returning starter at second base, junior Sam Bozanich, has played almost every game for the Crimson Tide in his two years. He's part of a wealth 


of experienced talent the Crimson Tide will have in its run for the national championship in 2000. 


RBI) at first base, Sam Bozanich (junior, .308, 
8 HR, 57 RBI) at second base, and Brent Boyd 
(soph, .316, 7 HR, 33 RBI) at third base as its 
everyday starters from last year’s College 
World Series squad. Add junior college trans- 
fer Casey Lambert to the mix at shortstop 
and the Tide will put a strong defensive 
squad on the diamond this spring. 

Brown is solid at first base. He did not commit 
his first error last season until the eighth inning 
of the final regular season game at Florida. As a 
freshman, he quickly became one of the leaders 
on the field. “Brown is the first player I have 
seen that as a freshman was ready to play from 
day one,” Wells said. “He was ready and never 
missed a beat. He is like no other player we 
have ever had. There was no adjustment period 
at all. He is a very special player.” 

Bozanich, a two-year starter at second base, 
joins him on that side of the infield. Bozanich 
has played almost every game the last two 
seasons and brings a wealth of experience to 
the Tide infield. He has improved offensively 
and defensively each of the last two years and 
hopes his best year is yet to come. 

Lambert, a transfer from Blinn Community 
College in Texas, is likely to replace All- 
America Andy Phillips at shortstop. Lambert 
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had an impressive fall, both in the field and at 
the plate, which gives the Tide coaches a lot 
of confidence in his abilities. 

Boyd returns at third base, where he started 
53 games last year for the Tide. His develop- 
ment at the “hot corner” allowed Brown to 
remain at first base and give the Tide a solid 
infield last year. “Boyd took a little longer to 
develop than Brown, but he is a very talented 
player,” Wells said. “Brent has a lot of confi- 
dence and is a hard-nosed player. He has im- 
proved a lot from last year and plays the game 
the right way.” 

Dan Chavers (senior, .235, 9 HR, 25 RBI), 
who has been a part-time starter the last three 
seasons, will also see action in the infield at 
shortstop or third base. His abilities make 
him one of the top utility players in the con- 
ference. 

Clark, a junior college transfer, will also 
get some looks in the Tide infield at first 
base, but with his left-hand bat and ability 
to pitch, he may become a pitcher and des- 
ignated hitter. Sophomore Jeff Dragg, who 
sat out last year with an injury, and Matthew 
Whittaker, recovering from 1999 shoulder 
surgery, will give the Tide some capable 
depth in the infield. 


Kent Gidley Photo 


or the second consecutive year, the 
ition: outfield is loaded with talent. 

The biggest concern will be replacing 
All-America centerfielder G.W. Keller, who 
batted .396 last year with 15 home runs and 
72 runs batted in. He also had the best arm 
on the team. Now Wells will turn to the tal- 
ented foursome that will make up the 
Crimson Tide outfield this season. 

Scott McClanahan (soph, .321, 1 HR, 10 
RBI), Erik Smallwood (soph, .325, 7 HR, 27 
RBI), Derek Wigginton (junior, .328, 5 HR, 
32 RBI) and Darren Wood (senior, 306, 8 HR, 
42 RBI) all had starting opportunities during 
the 1999 season and will battle for starting 
assignments this year. 

Smallwood took over the right field duties 
in the final regular-season series last year at 
Florida and anchored down the position 
through the College World Series. He has all 
the tools to become an outstanding player. 
“Smallwood’ talent level is up there with the 
best of them at Alabama,” Wells said. “He can 
hit and hit for power, run and throw. He is a 
middle of the line-up type hitter.” 

McClanahan also showed last year that he 
can be an everyday player and he will likely 
roam in center field this season. “Mc- 
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along with Florida and LSU. 


1997-98. 


an overall SEC Champion. 


chance of being right.” 


Clanahan has improved and can really run,” 
Wells said. “We think he will be an outstand- 
ing player for us.” 

The emergence of McClanahan will likely 
move Wood and Wigginton to left field. Both are 
capable players and hit from the left side of the 
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Conference Tournament champion, is the favorite to win the 
2000 SEC Baseball Championship, as voted by the league’s 
coaches in the ninth annual pre-season SEC poll. 

The Crimson Tide seeks to capture its 14th regular season title and 
first in four years. The Crimson Tide won a portion of the 1996 title 
Alabama has won three of the last four 
SEC Tournaments, including, back-to-back titles in 1996-97 and 


Te Alabama Crimson Tide, the defending Southeastern 


Alabama received seven of the 11 championship votes in the poll, 
while Auburn and LSU each received two. One coach did not vote for 
“We are excited about the start of the season,” Alabama Head Coach 
im Wells said. “We feel like we have a pretty good team this year, but 
there are also a number of teams in the SEC that will be very good, 
too. | think you could take one of five or six teams and pick them to 
win the SEC Championship and you would have a better than average 


The Crimson Tide returns six everyday starters and three pitchers 
from last year’s freshman-dominated team that posted a 53-16 record 
and finished fourth in the College World Series. 
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Tide Picked To Win 2000 Southeastern Conference Championship 


In addition to picking a pre-season SEC champion, the league's 12 
head coaches voted a predicted order of finish in the SEC Eastern and 


Western Divisions. 


Alabama was the predicted winner in the Western Division with a 
total of 66 points. LSU was second with 54, Auburn third with 47, 
Mississippi State fourth with 33, defending champion Arkansas fifth 
with 27, and Ole Miss sixth with 21. In division voting, Bama got 
seven first place votes, LSU and Auburn two each and Mississippi one. 

In the Eastern Division, Florida was the runaway favorite with 67 
points (and nine first place votes). South Carolina came in second 
with 57 points, Tennessee third with 41, Georgia fourth with 40, 
Kentucky fifth with 35, and Vanderbilt sixth with 12. 

Points were compiled on a 6-5-4-3-2-1 basis for each division. 
Coaches were allowed to vote for their own team. Each coach also 
voted for one team as an overall conference champion. 

Alabama began pre-season practice January 19 and the 2000 season 
opener is set for Thursday, February 10 when the Crimson Tide hosts 
the BYU Cougars at the newly renovated Sewell-Thomas Stadium. 
The 2000 SEC schedule is set to begin the weekend of March 10. The 
2000 SEC Tournament will be held May 17-21 at the Hoover 
Metropolitan Stadium in Birmingham. 


plate. “We have excellent talent in the outfield,” 
Wells said. “Wood and Wigginton had excellent 
fall (practice). We tried Wood on the mound 
and he might see some action there as well.” 
With all the talent and experience in the 
outfield this season, freshman Michael 
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DuBose and junior Joe Guthrie will probably 
redshirt in 2000. 

All in all, Wells expects another banner sea- 
son for the Crimson Tide. And because of his 
record, Crimson Tide followers also have 
high expectations. 
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Softball Outlook: 


The Goal Is The Upper Echelon 


by John Hayden 


Once again, there are changes for Alabama in quest to return to NCAA Tournament 


hange is becoming the way of life 

in the Alabama softball program. 

Last season it was a new head 
coach for the Crimson Tide. Pat Murphy 
rose to the challenge leading Alabama to a 
39-26 record and it’s first ever NCAA tour- 
nament appearance. 

This season, the Crimson Tide has a new 
home to play in and captains for the first 
time ever as well. Seniors Christy Kyle and 
Paula White will bring in the new millen- 
nium for Alabama softball as the first cap- 
tains of a program that’s only four years 
old, but an SEC Tournament 
Championship and a NCAA tournament 


has 


appearance to it's credit. 

“The thing that stood out for us in the 
fall season was the level of maturity and 
leadership,” said Murphy. “We are now a 
veteran team and you could really see it 
this fall. They did a great job all fall even 
though we didn’t face any competition and 
had five weeks of straight practice. They 
handled it great. Our senior co-captains 
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(Kyle and White) are going to be outstand- 
ing.” 

Murphy’s plan to place Alabama in the 
upper echelon of softball programs is ap- 
parent in this season's difficult schedule. 
The Crimson Tide will start the year in the 
Metrodome Classic along with Minnesota 
and Missouri, both of whom made NCAA 
tournament appearances last season as 
well. Alabama will then travel to Raleigh- 
Durham to participate in the North 
Carolina Triangle Classic with 23 other 
teams. 

“We have 35 home games to accommo- 
date our fans in the new stadium,” Murphy 
said. “We are hosting two tournaments 
with two World Series teams (Arizona and 
DePaul) participating. In March we partici- 
pate in the nation’s toughest tournament, 
the NFCA Leadoff Classic, in Columbus, 
Georgia. We will have the opportunity to 
play several Top 15 teams prior to the start 
of SEC play.” 

What sort of goals does a team set alter 
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its accomplishments last season? “Our ex- 
pectations are greater since we made the 
NCAA tournament last year,” Murphy said. 
“The team has set very high goals. A cou- 
ple of kids had sub-par seasons last year, 
yet we still finished second in the SEC. 1 
think that kind of woke them up to an 
awareness of their potential.” 

For Alabama to be successful this season 
it will have to make up for the loss of pro- 
duction and leadership provided by All- 
America Carrie Moreman. The leadership 
should come from the five seniors, four of 
whom have been here since the inaugural 
season. And junior All-America Kelly 
Kretschman will be expected to shoulder 
some of the offensive productivity 
Moreman provided. 

Sophomore right-handed pitcher Shelley 
Laird will be the anchor of the pitching 
staff this season. Laird finished last season 
with a 21-9 record while recording a 1.82 
earned run average in 223 innings of work. 
Her 21 wins were enough to place her sev- 
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enth in the SEC, while her ERA was sixth 
best in the SEC. She had a school single 
season record 211 strikeouts that was good 
enough for second in the SEC. 

“Shelley has made great strides in her 
mental game and in her conditioning,” 
said Murphy. “We're looking to her for an 
even better sophomore year.” 

Junior transfer Melissa Bautista redshirt- 
ed last season. 
nowhere to make the team this fall,” 
Murphy said. “She hits left and pitches 
right-handed. She has good speed and does 
very well in the outfield as well.” Bautista 
transferred from Pacific University where 
as a freshman she threw 139 innings and 
registered a 2.16 ERA. 

Junior Julie Lindner is a transfer as well. 
In her last season with Sam Houston State, 
Lindner led the team in ERA (3.40), strike- 
outs (102) and complete games (14). 


“Melissa came out of 


elley Askew is one of the top re- 

turning offensive threats for the 

crimson Tide. She was voted All- 
SEC catcher last season. She finished the 
season with a .300 batting average, good 
enough for third highest on the team. She 
led the team and was tied for ninth in the 
SEC in runs batted in with 40. Askew also 
finished the season tied for second in the 
SEC in walks with 31 and led the league in 
sacrifice flies with five. “Kelley improved 
her leadership skills behind the plate this 
fall, and I’m looking forward to her hitting 
.400 for us this season,” Murphy said. 

Lacy Prejean, one of two freshmen for 
the Crimson Tide this season, possesses 
one of the stronger arms on the team. 
“Lacy and Kelley give us the best catcher 
combination in the SEC,” Murphy said. 
“Prejean is a good receiver so it’s easy to 
pitch to her, because you know she will get 
a glove on almost every ball.” 

Ginger Jones returns at first for the 
Crimson Tide this season. She started in 61 
of Alabama's 64 games last season and hit 
.271 which was fourth highest on the 
team. Jones led the team in putouts with 
370. “Ginger probably has the most power 
of anyone on the team, but her biggest im- 
provement during the fall was her de- 
fense,” the coach said. “She's a lot quicker 
and got to some balls she didn’t get to last 
year.” 

Suzanne Olcott wins the job at second 
base almost by default, but its not from a 
lack of skills. Her speed gives her a special 
ability to get to a lot of balls that would 
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Shelley Laird was one of the top pitchers in the nation last year as a freshman as she turned in a 21-9 


record. She will be the ace of the Crimson Tide softball staff this year. 


otherwise be unreachable. She had the 
highest fielding percentage of the team last 
season, committing no errors, while 
recording 33 putouts and 27 assists. 

Kristi Frenier will return at third base 
after having started all but one game last 
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season. Frenier will be a big weapon. She 
had enough power last year to tie for sec- 
ond on the team in home runs (8), but she 
also showed patience at the plate, placing 
third on the team with 21 walks. “Kristi 
had a great fall hitting and she’s ready to 
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catch everyone in the SEC by surprise,” 
Murphy said. 

Senior Nicki McKee is coming off a solid 
fall according to Murphy, who said she’s re- 
ally become a lot stronger during the off- 
season. “Nicki looked the best she has in 
four years,” he said. “She is more confident 
and more knowledgeable about the game.” 
Murphy is hoping she will return to her 
freshman form when she hit .320, 

Lise DeBruin, another of Alabama’s talented 
newcomers, adds depth to an already solid 
infield. She transferred from Sam Houston 
State, where she hit .280 for the LadyKats. 
She led the team in stolen bases and attempts 
(22-26). “Lise is capable of playing all infield 
positions on defense and adds some speed 
for us on offense,” Murphy said. 

Two-time All-America and U.S. Olympic 
team member Kelly Kretschman returns 
for her junior year after leading the 
Crimson Tide in virtually every offensive 
category last season. “Despite being worn- 
out from a summer of softball, Kelly made 
some big strides this fall,” Murphy said. 
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“Her defense at shortstop and center field 
was awesome, the best of her career.” 

Alabama returns a veteran outfield 
squad, three of whom joined the Crimson 
Tide’s inaugural team and have been im- 
portant parts since. 

Leading the way is senior co-captain 
Christy Kyle. Kyle is one of the seniors to 
return for her fourth year at Alabama. After 
hitting above .330 her first two years, Kyle 
dropped to .243 last season. But Murphy 
said she has rediscovered the touch. “Kyle 
was back to her old self this fall, spraying 
the ball all over the field and playing great 
defense in right field,” Murphy said. “I 
think being elected captain is going to give 
her more confidence in her own abilities.” 

Murphy will have yet another senior pa- 
trolling the outfield grass, in co-captain 
Paula White. Murphy believes White is the 
most fundamentally sound defender on the 
team. After having never played fast pitch 
softball before walking on to the team her 
sophomore season, White has become the 
consummate clutch player. “Whatever the 
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situation is, Paula always seems to come 
through.” White has no fear of opposing 
pitchers or competition which will bode 
well for the Tide in their difficult schedule 
this season, 

Senior Kierstin Arntsen brings a lot of 
speed to the table for Murphy. She was suc- 
cessful on nine of 12 stolen base attempts 
last season, “Kierstin provides us with a lot 
of quickness and great defense in the out- 
field,” Murphy said. “ | see her playing all 
three positions out there.” 

Junior Kim Rohret brings still more 
speed to the Tide. Rohret finished last sea- 
son 14-15 in stolen base attempts, good 
enough for second on the team. “Kim had 
a great fall and we're looking forward to 
her having an honor-filled season,” 
Murphy said. 

It could be that Bama’s most valuable 
player is Jennifer Reach, a utility player. 
Her ability to play any position on the field 
makes her a valuable asset to a team that 
already has experience, speed, power and 
defense. 
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Football Recruiting: 


by James Edwards 


Tide will again have class 
of superb football signees 


(Editors Note: James Edwards, who covers 
recruiting for ‘Bama, had a difficult assign- 
ment this month since his deadline for this 
story was about two weeks before signing 
day, February 2, and yet you are reading it 
right around signing day, perhaps even after 
if the mails are slow. Although he is an ex- 
pert, it is the nature of recruiting that some 
information here could be outdated.) 


ith the February 2 football sign- 

ing day quickly approaching, 

standout high school prospects 
have made their visits to selected campuses 
and those prospects are now preparing to 
sign on the dotted line with schools they 
have committed to. Or they are having sec- 
ond thoughts. 

Each school can entertain 56 prospects. 
College coaches become salesmen, trying to 
convince the prospect that his best opportu- 
nity is with that school. Prospects arrive at 
the campuses and spend a total of 48 hours 
trying to evaluate the school [rom a variety 
of angles, During these official visits they 
look for the following (among others, since 
every prospect eventually chooses his col- 
lege for a unique reason or set of reasons): 
How comfortable do | feel with the coach- 
es? Can I be happy here for the next four or 
five years? Do | fit in with the present play- 
ers on the team? Do they offer my academic 
field? How is the environment, football and 
socially? Do | have an opportunity to play 
early? Will | get to play for championships 
and on television? What is their graduation 
rate for athletes? And dozens of others. 

Those answers and many more are sup- 
plied by the coaches, academic counselors, 
and the college players. 

Of course, recruiting is a two-way street. 
The prospect has to like the school, But the 
school, meaning the coaches, also have to 


like the player. Ideally, a college football 
program reaches the point where it is just 
interested in getting the best athletes re- 
gardless of position. Realistically, though, a 
school will usually have particular needs 
and will attempt to fill those needs with the 
best available players at the specified posi- 
tions. 


hroughout the recruiting year we 
| have profiled and analyzed many 
prospects who have been mentioned 
with Alabama. However, despite our best el- 
forts, we go into these final days with a few 
players involved with Alabama who were 
not known to us as potential Crimson Tide 
signees. Four such players have made offi- 
cial visits to The Capstone, and two of those 
announced their intentions to sign with 
Bama, Here are reports on those four: 

Randall Gay, tailback/cornerback, 5-11, 
185, 4.5 time in the 40-yard dash, from 
Brusly High School in Brusly, Louisiana, 
was the district Offensive Most Valuable 
Player. He rushed for 1,148 yards and 22 
touchdowns as a junior and followed that 
up with a senior year in which he gained 
1,107 yards and 13 TDs, He is very athletic 
and could play cornerback in college. He 
had a good visit to Alabama except that he 
may have become a bit homesick. In any 
event, he visited LSU the next week and ac- 
cepted the scholarship offer of the Bengal 
Tigers. LSU had showed no interest before 
the Alabama visit. 

Chris James, 6-1, 180, 4.32 from 
Dougherty High School in Albany, Georgia, 
is the best athlete on a state championship 
team that is swarming with great athletes. 
He has legitimate 4.32 speed that allows 
him to consistently make defenses nervous. 
As quarterback, he accounted for 1,350 
yards of total offense with 13 touchdowns. 
He projects as a cornerback in college. He 
had three interceptions as a junior, but he 
was so valuable his senior year at quarter- 
back, that he played just four games at cor- 
nerback, He is also a top track sprinter. He 
was considering Georgia, Georgia Tech, and 
North Carolina State, but upon his visit to 
Tuscaloosa he cast he fortune and future 
with the Tide. 

Danny Martz, offensive guard, 6-5, 295, 
5.1 from DeMatha High School in 


Up-To-The-Minute Reports Available On Signing Day 


Hyattsville, Maryland, was second team all- 
state and was named his team’s top olfen- 
sive lineman, He graded over 90 per cent in 
every game his senior year. He has good 
strength (370 bench press, 500 squat) and 
is an exceptional run-blocker. He has 
played soccer for several years and that has 
really developed his footwork. He chose 
Alabama over Georgia Tech, Marshall, 
Rutgers, and James Madison. 

Dennard Wilson, cornerback, 6-0, 180, 
+.5, also from DeMatha, is a rising talent 
who enhanced his standing with a superb 
senior season. He visited Alabama, but was 
not offered a scholarship. He committed to 
Maryland, 


though nothing is certain until the 

scholarships have been signed, it is 

our belief that Alabama will sign 
about 30 prospects, perhaps as many as 32. 
The specific prognosis is difficult because of 
the delay in some top prospects making 
commitments and Alabama being involved 
with several who have the opportunity to 
choose just about any program. And over 
50 players made official visits, adding to the 
difficulty. As has been the case at Alabama 
since the arrival of Ronnie Cottrell as re- 
cruiting coordinator, look for the Tide to 
sign over the limit in order to allow for aca- 
demic casualties, 

Only 25 new signees may be admitted (al- 
though it is possible that one or more new 
Tider is counted against the 1999 limit). 
However, it is reasonable to believe that 
some of this year's signing group will not be 
academically eligible and will have to sit out 
a year, attend a prep school, or go to junior 
college. One or more may be “signing,” but 
not getting a scholarship, instead paying his 
own way. It is also possible that one or more 
will “sign” this year, but wait until next 
January to enter school and be signed again 
with the 2001 class, 

By position, here is how we see the situa- 
tion for Alabama on signing day: 

Alabama will not sign a quarterback, but 
does have hopes that Scott Crouch, a 6-4, 
218-pounder at Navarre, Florida, will walk 
on. Bama also does not intend to sign a run- 
ning back, even though it is likely the Tide 
could have landed Derron Parquet, a 6-0, 
210-pound tailback from Rummel! High 


On signing day, Wednesday, February 2, we will have reports as soon as signings occur. Players may sign beginning at 8 a.m. 
local time and we will have our first reports by 9 a.m. CST and then each hour until signings are complete. Ordinarily, the 
Athletics Department will have word of all signees no later than 4 p.m. CST. If you are over 18, you may call 1-900-860-1979 
(cost: $1.59 per minute) or, using Visa or MasterCard, 1-800-390-5010. We will list the latest signees first, then recap earlier 
signees, If there have been no signees in the previous hour, that will be our immediate report. We will also notify callers if we 
are sure there will be no additional signees in the next hour. ‘BAMA Editor Kirk McNair is expected to meet with Alabama 
Head Football Coach Mike DuBose Wednesday afternoon and McNair’s final recruiting report of the day will be on the 
Hotline by 8 p.m. CST. We will also post reports in the same time frame on our internet site, http://alabama.rivals.com 
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School in Metairie, Louisiana. Parquet is 
thought to be choosing now between 
Florida and LSU, Tight end is another spot 
where Alabama does not have a prospect, 
perhaps having expected Michael Gaines to 
be on the squad this year. Finally, Bama will 
not sign a place-kicker, but hopes that as 
many as two will elect to walk on. A top 
hope for Alabama is that hometown prod- 
uct, Zach Kaye of Tuscaloosa Central, will 
turn down scholarship offers from the likes 
of Army and Samford to try out for the 
Tide. Bama will be taking punter Matthew 
Sanders (6-2, 220) of Ashville, and Sanders 
also served as his team’s place-kicker (and 
as Ashville’s quarterback). 

Alabama is going to bring in about four 
new wide receivers. Last year two Tide 
signees were not completely eligible, but 
they have earned eligibility and will be re- 
signed, They are Leonard Fulgham, 6-2, 
190, 4.4, of Montevallo and Derrick Woods, 
5-9, 165, 4.4, of Memphis (Tennessee) 
Melrose, Additionally, the Tide has commit- 
ments from Triandos Luke, 6-0, 175, 4.4, 
from Phenix City Central and [rom Derrian 
Walker, 5-11, 185. 4.4, from Bessemer Jess 
Lanier. Alabama is also expected to place 
Tarry Givens, 6-5, 200, 4.3, of Tallahassee 
(Florida) Godby in junior college or prep 
school. 

Alabama is expected to sign at least live 
offensive linemen. Those who have com- 
mitted are Wesley Britt, 6-8, 288, 5.1, 
Cullman; Reggie Cordy, 6-3, 275, 5.1, 
Dublin, Georgia; Danny Martz, 6-5, 295, 
5.1, Hyattsville (Maryland) DeMatha; Evan 
Mathis, 6-5, 255, 4.8, Homewood; and 
Justin Smiley, 6-+, 303, +.9, Southeast 
Bulloch of Brooklet, Georgia. Additionally, 
Alabama is involved with Maurice Mitchell, 
6-7, 310, 5.0 of Albany (Georgia) 
Dougherty; Jonathon Colon, 6-7, 295, 5,2, 
Miami (Florida) Central; and Kevin Deaton, 
6-5, 290, 5.2, of Merritt Island, Florida, 

Defensive line was an area of critical need 
for Bama, and Tide coaches appear to have 
met that need. Alabama could sign as many 
as eight defensive linemen. Bama is going to 
re-sign two who were signed last year, but 
who were not academically eligible, They 
are Garry McNealy, 6-5, 275, 4.85, of Perry, 
Florida, who is already enrolled in school 
for the spring semester, and Gerard Clark, 
6-7, 265, 4.7, of Daytona, Florida, who is 
enrolled at Milford Prep School in 
Connecticut this year. Alabama's commit- 
ments include Mae Tyler, 6-6, 320, 4.8 of 
Bessemer Jess Lanier, who has enrolled this 
semester at Milford Prep. Others who have 
committed include Anthony Bryant, 6-2, 
310, 4.8 of Sunshine High School in 
Newbern and Antwan Odom, 6-6, 255, 4.65 
of Alma Bryant High school in Irvington. 
Additionally, the Tide is involved with 
Albert Means, 6-6, 310, 4.9 of Memphis 
(Tennessee) Trezevant: Dewayne Robertson, 
6-2, 314, 5.0, of Memphis Melrose; Marcus 
White, 6-4, 255, 4.8, of Theodore; and Sean 
Oglesby, 6-7, 250, 4.8, of City College of 
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Thurman Ward 


San Francisco, Bennie Mills (6-4. 280. 5.0), 
an outstanding player at Rummel in 
Metairie, Louisiana, made a visit to 
Alabama, but said Tide coaches told him 
they were out of scholarships. He is good 
enough to be considering the likes of Notre 
Dame and Florida. 

Alabama has already signed one lineback- 
er. Aries Monroe, who had signed with Bama 
two years ago but who was unable to qualify 
academically out of Godby High School in 
Tallahassee, has spent those last two football 
seasons well at Coffeyville (Kansas) 
Community College. And he has signed 
with Bama and is enrolled in school, ready 
to take part in spring practice. Alabama also 
has commitments [rom Jason Rawls, 6-1, 
212, 4.5, of Statesboro, Georgia, and Donnie 
Lowe, 6-2, 235, +.8, of LaVergne, Tennessee. 
Lowe is also capable of being a fullback or 
tight end if needed. Bama will also sign 
Harold James, 6-1, 215, 4.45, of Osceola, 
Arkansas, who is also listed as an outstand- 
ing running back and who is on some re- 
cruiling lists as a defensive back. Alabama is 
still involved with some of the nation’s top 
linebackers, including Brooks Daniels, 6-3, 
200, 4.5, of Hamilton County High School 
in Jasper, Florida; Karlos Dansby (who 
could also be a wide receiver), 6-5, 205, 4.5, 
of Birmingham Woodlawn; and Cornelius 
Wortham, 6-1, 200, 4.5, of Calhoun City, 
Mississippi. It now seems that Hobie 
Holiday, 6-3, 223, 4.67, of Warner Robins 
(Georgia) Houston County, who committed 
to the Tide after his visit in early January, 
has eliminated Alabama and will choose be- 
tween Georgia and Georgia Tech. There is a 
possibility Alabama will place J.J, Grant, 6-4, 
225, 4.57, of Clinton, Mississippi, in junior 
college. lt is believed Bama has not offered a 
scholarship to Mayo Sowell, 6-2, 221, 4.5, of 
Shades Valley near Birmingham. 

Defensive back is another area where 
Alabama will have a number of signees. In 
addition to Harold James, who we are list- 


ing as a linebacker, the Tide has commit- 
ments from Carlos Andrews, 6-0, 195, 4.5, 
Tallahassee Godby; Chris James, 6-1, 180, 
4.32 Albany Dougherty; and Thurman 
Ward. 6-2, 180, 4.5, Starkville, Mississippi. 
Bama will also re-sign Raymon Hudson, 5- 
10, 205, 4.45 of Holmes County High 
School in Bonifay, Florida. The Tide is also 
still very much involved with Chris Young, 
6-1, 183, 4.4 of South Panola High School 
in Batesville, Mississippi, and may be in- 
volved with Connie Brown, 6-3, 205, 4.5, of 
City College of San Francisco, (If Brown 
does not sign with Alabama, it's likely the 
Crimson Tide will see him in the first game 
of the year next season when Bama takes on 
UCLA in Pasadena.) 


Ithough it is possible that every play- 

er we list as a likely signee for the 

Tide will not ink with Bama on 
February 2, the group is going to include 
outstanding credentials. Consider the possi- 
bilities: 

One of the top junior college players in 
the nation in Aries Monroe (and possibly 
another in Connie Brown)...The number 
one player in Arkansas, Harold James...The 
number one player in Tennessee, Albert 
Means, who is also considered the number 
one player in the South and, by some, the 
number one defensive player in the na- 
tion... The number one player in Alabama, 
either Mac Tyler or Anthony Bryant, de- 
pending on the poll... Three members of the 
USA Today All-America defensive line in 
Means, Tyler and Bryant...The top offensive 
lineman in Alabama in Wesley Britt... The 
top receiver in Alabama in Triandos 
Luke... The number one athlete in the South 
in Chris Young...The number one player in 
the Tallahassee, Florida, area in Carlos 
Andrews...The number one punter in the 
South in Matthew Sanders..-First team 
PrepStar All-Americas in Antwan Odom and 
Albert Means...The number two guard in 
the South in Justin Smiley...One of the lop 
three linebackers in Florida in Brooks 
Daniels... Two of the elite offensive tackles 
in the South in Wesley Britt and Maurice 
Mitchell... The most improved linebacker in 
Georgia in Jason Rawls...The top three de- 
fensive prospects in Mississippi in Thurman 
Ward, Chris Young and Cornelius 
Wortham,., The Gatorade Player of the Year 
in Alabama in Mayo Sowell...the all-time 
Alabama record-holder for consecutive 
extra point kicks in Zach Kaye..,And as 
many as 20 members of the Pigskin Preps 
Super South 75 in Luke, Britt, Smiley, 
Mitchell, Colon, Odom, Tyler, Bryant, 
White, Robertson, Means, Holiday, Daniels, 
Andrews, Harold James, Ward, Young, 
Wortham, Sowell and Dansby. 

The bottom line is that this group of 
Alabama signees is again likely to be a class 
rated among the nation’s top five. Those 
teams with consistently excellent recruiting 
classes tend to end up in national champi- 
onship contention. 
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2000 Alabama Football Depth Chart By Class 


Here is a look at the 2000 projected Alabama football team by class. Remember, this is not an exact depth chart. It is possible, even like- 
ly, that some returning players will be at new positions. This depth chart does not include every player who will be out for spring prac- 
tice. And our projection of the positions of those prospects who have committed as of January 21 is certainly possible to change. 


Offense 


Redshirt Incoming 


Senior Junior Sophomore Freshman Freshman 


McAddley Collins Greer Fulgham 
Egan Luke 


eTingon 


Hogan Powell (snapper) Ephraim Cordy 
Ledbetter (snapper) Portis Mathis 
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Defense 
D. Sanders 
L. Williams 


Left Tackle White Johnson Bryant 
Right Tackle Smith Matthews McNealy 
see ~~! os 


Fullback 


Moorehead Clark 


Right End S. Williams King Odom 
Yount 
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Middle Linebacker Ellis Constant Lowe 
Monroe 


Bolden Hudson 
eed 
G. Dixon C. James 
a a ae 


C. Jones Ward 
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Weakside Linebacker 


Left Cornerback Lewis 
ele | 
Strong Safety Spencer Harris 
Salety J. Jones Myles 


Barlow 
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SCORECARD 


Unlucky Break 

It seems as if Alabama Head Men’s 
Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried didn’t have 
bad luck, he wouldn't have any at all. The 
Crimson Tides inside game has been dealt a 
blow for the second time this year. Freshman 
Kenny Walker of Jacksonville, Florida, who 
had moved into the starting lineup at center 
and strong forward alter the season-ending 
knee injury sullered by senior Jeremy Hays, 
was diagnosed in early January with a stress 
fracture on his left shin. He underwent suc- 
cessful surgery to have a 16-inch rod insert- 
ed in the tibia. Walker could be back in the 
lineup in early February, or he could be out 
out for the remainder of the season. The 
medical staff predicted he would be out four 
to six weeks from the time the surgery was 
performed January 13. 

“('m disappointed, obviously,” the 6-9. 
214-pound Walker said. “It’s bad timing.” 

Dr, Les Fowler, the team orthopedic sur- 
geon. performed the surgery. Last fall. 
women’s basketball player Taquilla Allen had 
the same procedure and was back on the 
court in three weeks. 

Walker said he had been bothered by the 
injury since last fall. He had X-rays and bone 
scans, but the injury did not show up. 
Continued examinations eyentually dis- 
closed the problem said Trainer John Morr. 

Walker was averaging 8.1 points and 5.6 
rebounds and had started in eight games. His 
play included a double-double against 
Louisville, on the road, where he scored 16 
points and had 11 rehounds. 

“IUs been very disheartening,” said 
Gottlried whose team of 14 is now down to 
11 healthy players sinee Hays, Walker, and 
guard Travis Stinnett are all out. “It breaks 
your heart. He's the guy who was probably 
going to benefit with Jeremy Hays being out 
with the injury by getting a lot of experience. 
I feel for Kenny. He was playing very well for 
us. He's getting better. He's a very coachable 
young guy, and it looks like now he might be 
out for the year. He may have a chance late 
which is certainly what we are hoping for, 
but it hurts our team, It hurts him, But its 
just one of those things that is part of the 
game.” 


Good Grades 

When students go home for Christmas 
break, one “gilt” they can expect is the post- 
man delivering spring semester grades. 
While it is likely that many students have 
concerns about these grades, it’s hard to 
imagine anyone more stressed than the 
coaches of student-athletes. 

Alabama Head Men's Basketball Coach 
Mark Gottfried may have been worried about 
the grades of his players, particularly with 
seven players new to The University of 
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Alabama, but.as it turned out it was nothing 
to be concerned about. Gottfried’s second 
squad since becoming head coach turned in 
one of the highest grade point averages in 
modern men's basketball history, an overall 
grade point average of 2.7, led by Tarik 
London at 3.4. Jeremy Hays, Jim Bakken and 
Terrance Meade were also over 3.0. 


Good Worker 

Senior basketball center Jeremy Hays isn’t 
able to play this season because of a knee in- 
jury, but that doesn't keep him from being 
active in the community in volunteer ser- 
vices. For that reason the two-time Academic 
AIL-SEC performer has been honored for the 
second consecutive year by the SEC as a 
member of the Good Works Team. He was 
the featured player for the week of January 
10-16. Athletes earn the designation by being 
active as volunteers and leaders in their com- 
munities. 


Designated Opponent 

Brigham Young University could begin to 
feel its purpose insolar as Alabama is con- 
cerned is to christen renewed Crimson Tide 
athletics facilities. Alabama's baseball team 
will open the 2000 season on February 10 in 
renovated Sewell-Thomas Stadium against 
BYU. Bama opened the 1998 [ootball season 
in renovated Bryant-Denny Stadium with a 
38-31 victory over Brigham Young, 

As of mid-January a few season ticket 
packages for baseball were still available. 
Information may be obtained by calling the 
Athletics Ticket Office at (205) 348-6111. 


Highest Ever 

Alabama is ranked third in the Baseball 
America and Collegiate Baseball pre-season 
polls. This is the highest pre-season ranking 
in school history. The previous high was 
filth, prior to the 1997 season, 

Bama is nol alone among Southeastern 
Conference teams earning pre-season laurels. 
Other SEC teams ranked among the nation’s 
top 40 teams by Collegiate Baseball are LSU 
(8), Auburn (17), Florida (24), Arkansas 
(32). South Carolina (34) and Ole Miss (40). 

Upcoming sophomore first baseman 
Jeremy Brown was named first team pre-sea- 
son All-America by National Collegiate 
Baseball Writers Association and second 
team by Collegiate Baseball. 


Come From Behind Win 

Blame it on Y2K, 

Whatever the cause, a glitch in the com- 
puter scoring program used by the Alabama 
swimming and diving team temporarily cost 
the Crimson Tide women a win over Penn 
State. 

“I kept looking at the score and thinking 


that it wasn't quite right,” Alabama Head 
Goach Don Wagner said. “Finally | re-scored 
the meet by hand and saw that we had actu- 
ally won by five points.” 

After that, Wagner called the Penn State 
coach and told him of the mistake. 

“When I called Bill Dorenkott, Penn State's 
coach, he told me that he had wondered 
about the score,” Wagner said, “After I 
called, he went back and re-scored the meet 
himself and came out with the same num- 
bers that [ did.” 

The score of both the men and women's 
meet changed, but only the women’s out- 
come changed. Alabama's women beat Penn 
State 152-147 while the Crimson Tide men 
lost to the Nittany Lions 163-133, Alabama's 
women thus improved to 3-3 on the season 
while the men remained 1-4- 

The women’s win was keyed by junior 
Kelly Coellner, sophomore Marcy Warriner 
and freshman Lane Bassham, each of whom 
picked wp two wins. Coellner won the 100- 
and 200-meter freestyles while Warriner 
took first in the 100 breaststroke and 50 
freestyle. Bassham won the one- and three- 
meter diving events. 

Junior Emily Donohue won the 400 indi- 
vidual medley, while freshman Dawn Coy 
took first in the 100 butterfly to round out 
the Tide’s individual wins. The quartet of 
Coellner, Warriner, Coy and senior Sarah 
Burns combined to win the 400 freestyle 
relay to finish off the meet and provide what 
proved to be the winning margin...about a 
week after the women climbed out of the 
pool. 


Swim Signees 

Don Wagner, in his first year as head swim- 
ming and diving coach, signed five athletes 
to national letters of intent during the early 
signing period. 

Aaron Ashworth, Michele King, Jordie 
Proffitt, Ann Ross and Ben Worby will all be 
joining the Crimson Tide for the 2000-01 
season, 

Ashworth is from Columbia, Missouri, 
where he attends Hickman High School. 
Ashworth is a high school All-America diver. 
Proffitt is from Henderson, Kentucky, where 
he attends Henderson County High School. 
The Kentucky Swimmer of the Year, Proffitt 
swims lreestyle and individual medley 
events, Worby is a native of Redlands, 
California, where he attends Redlands High 
School. He is an high school All-America in 
the individual medley events. King is a na- 
tive of Eugene, Oregon, where she attends 
Sheldon High School. She is the district 
record holder in the 100 butterfly and breast- 
stroke. Ross hails from Savannah, Georgia, 
and is set to graduate from Savannah 
Country Day School. A [reestyler, she swims 
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for former Alabama All-America Jamey 
Myers. 


Golfer Added 

Women's Golf Coach Betty Palmer an- 
nounced the signing of Mandy Tedder to a 
national letter-of-intent to play for the 
Crimson Tide next season. Tedder, a native 
of Watkinsville, Georgia, is a two-time 
Northeast Georgia Female Golfer of the Year 
from Oconee County High School. 

Tedder, who competed for the boys golf 
team until a girls team was started in L998, 
owns the school low nine-hole round of 33 
and the low girls score of 72 for 18 holes. 
She has led her team in stroke average in 
both seasons and earned the squad's aca- 
demic award as a sophomore, 

In addition to her stellar play on the golf 
links, Tedder was an all-state shortstop for 
Oconee’s three-time state championship soft- 
ball squad. Her parents, Stan and JoAnn, 
both competed athletically for the University 
of Georgia. Her mom was a standout golfer 
for the Lady Bulldogs and her dad was a 
member of the Bulldog football squad. 


History Lesson 

Prior to 1948, Auburn's football team was of 
little importance. But then Alabama agreed to 
play the Tigers in an annual game at Legion 
Field in Birmingham. That put Auburn on its 
feet financially, owing almost exclusively to its 
ability to sell season tickets so Auburn fans 
could get a ticket to the Alabama-Auburn 
game. Although Alabama has dominated the 
series between the two, Auburn gained sub- 
stantially from the arrangement. 

Now Auburn’ gymnastics team, which has 
lost 34 consecutive meets to Alabama, appears 
to have bamboozled the Alabama gymnastics 
team into meeting Auburn once a year in the 
Birmingham-Jefferson Convention Complex 
beginning next year. “I'm kind of selfish in 
that respect,” Auburn Coach Jeff Thompson 
told The Birmingham News. “I feel we might 
geta lite more press that weekend than ordi- 
narily we would. The gate (receipts) might be 
better and we'll spht the gate. Knowing their 
fans will be there will help us.” 

The teams meet twice each year on campus, 
but only one meet is designated an SEC com- 
petition. Beginning next year the meet that is 
not the SEC meet will be in Birmingham, The 
schools are planning the event in conjunction 
with the Colonnade Group and Alabama 
Sports Foundation. There is also speculation 
that the SEC will move its conference meet to 
Birmingham beginning in 2002. and perhaps 
as early as 2001. 


Figure This 

Gymnastics is a sport in which judges de- 
termine the outcome. Unlike a football 
touchdown, always worth six points, a vault 
by one gymnast can be worth more than a 
vault by another, even though both are suc- 
cesslul. And so it is that Alabama dropped 
from first place in the nation alter the first 
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weekly poll to second place alter the third. 
Even though Alabama had an easy victory 
over Auburn in its second week of activity, 
the Tide fell behind UCLA in the weekly 
rankings. 

Ironically, UCLA had been one of five top 
ten teams that Alabama had defeated the week 
before in the Super Six at Athens, Georgia. 
Bama also defeated Georgia, the home team 
and defending national champion and pre- 
season number one team in that meet. 

Gymnastic rankings are calculated in dil- 
ferent ways at different points in the season. 
Early in the year the most basic criteria, high 
scores, are the basis of rankings. UCLA went 
home for a meet and scored higher than 
Alabama has this year. 


Lost For The Year 

Sophomore gymnast Alexa Martinez, 
counted on for all-around competition by 
Head Coach Sarah Patterson this year, sul- 
fered a season-ending knee injury in warm- 
ups for the Tide’s meet against Auburn 
January 15, 


Have A Nice Day 

Alabama’s softball tearm notes on its sched- 
ule that the March 17 doubleheader against 
Arkansas is St. Patrick's Day, But it also notes 
the March 18 games against the Razorbacks 
as Kierstin Arntsen Day, the March 28 dou- 
bleheader against South Carolina as Paula 
White Day, the April 7 games against 
Mississippi as Kristi Frenier Night, the April 
8 games against Ole Miss as Christy Kyle 
Day, and the April 29 doubleheader against 
Georgia as Nicki McKee Day, Those last five 
honor the Crimson Tide's five seniors, 


Get ‘em While Theyre Hot 

Remember about five years ago when you 
could just walk up to the gate and buy a tick- 
et to an Alabama baseball game? Those days 
are gone, now. Season tickets are a hot item, 
snapped up in the cold of winter before the 
first ping of aluminum. 

Now, with a new stadium, the Alabama 
women’s softball team will have season ticket 
sales. Adult season tickets are $50 each ($40 
for senior citizens and University faculty and 
staff) and are now available through the 
Athletic Ticket Office in Coleman Coliseum, 
Individual game tickets are also available. 
For more information call (205) 348-6111. 


Softball Clinic 

Alabama's softball staff will conduet its 
2000 Coaches’ Clinic on February 3 with 
registration beginning at 7:30 a.m, 

Presentations will be made by Head Coach 
Pat Murphy and Assistant Coaches Karen 
Johns and Alyson Habetz. The morning hall 
of the clinic will be conducted at the 
Culverhouse School of Business and the al- 
ternoon session will be held at the new 
Alabama Softball Complex. 

Alabama's softball team will be at the clinic. 

The fee is $50 for those who pre-register, 


$60 per person at the door. For more infor- 
mation call (205) 348-4400, 


Something To Celebrate 

Former University of Alabama women’s 
athletes and staff members will gather in 
Tuscaloosa the weekend of February 11- 
13th for the Celebration of Women's 
Athletics at The Capstone. 

The weekend kicks off with a gymnastics 
meet on Friday, February 11 at 7 p.m. 
Alabama will play host to the University of 
North Carolina in Coleman Coliseum, the 
home to women's volleyball, women’s bas- 
ketball and women's gymnastics. Former 
athletes will have special seating. 

Former tennis players get two chances 
that weekend to see their old team play in 
Tuscaloosa. On Saturday, February 12, 
Alabama’s women's tennis team plays 
Georgia State at noon. And on Sunday, 
February 13, the women’s tennis team opens 
Southeastern Conference play at 1 p.m. 
against Mississippi State. (Alabama's baseball 
icam is in town [or a series against Brigham 
Young University with 7 p.m, games on 
Thursday, February 10 and Friday February 
11, and a1 p.m. game on February 12). 

Saturday’ events also include a luncheon at 
the University Club, a men’s basketball game 
at 4 p.m. against Vanderbilt, and a banquet at 
The University’s Ferguson Center at 7 p.m. 

At 2 p.m. Sunday, February 13, the 
women’s basketball team plays Auburn. 

In addition to the activities planned for 
the weekend, the Celebration committee has 
designed a commemorative blanket that fea- 
tures artwork [rom each of the Tide's varsity 
female sports as well as the “Celebration” 
weekends logo. It is available for $40 and 
may be purchased at the door before the gala 
or in advance by contacting Debbie Warren 
at (205) 348-3600, 

if you are a former female athlete, staff 
member (including managers and trainers) at 
Alabama and have not been contacted about 
the reunion and would like to attend, please 
contact Jana Morrison at 205.348.6464 or 
email her at jmorrison@ia.ua.edu 

A limited number of tickets to the gala will 
also be made available to the general public 
but must be ordered in advance and may be 
done so through Morrison, 


Gold Extension 

Eli Gold, Alabama's radio play-by-play an- 
nouncer for football and men’s basketball, 
has signed a contract extension to continue 
in that role for the next two years. Gold re- 
cently completed his 11th year as radio voice 
of Bama football and is currently serving as 
play-by-play announcer of the Alabama 
men’s basketball for the 12th season. 

The extension was announced by Butch 
Henry, general manager of Crimson Tide 
Sports Marketing. Crimson Tide Sports 
Marketing is completing the second year of 
a four-year contract as The University’s 
multi-media rights-holder, 
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1999-2000 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 


Date/ Opponent Time (CST)/ 
UA 


Opp. 
85 Next Level (Exh.) 87 (20T) 
80 B.C. Siroki (Exh.) 70 
Earth Grains Classic @ St, Louis, Missouri 
73 Northern lowa 74 
70 St. Louis 78 
81 Weber State 6] 
Ol Tennessee Tech 72 
Alabama Invitational @ Coleman Coliseum 
94 Centenary %2 
85 LaSalle 70 
67 Samford (SportsSouth TY) 79 
72 @ Louisville 87 
75 Tennessee-Chattanooga 31 


(Fox SportsSouth TV) 
@ Von Braun Center, Huntsville 


O7 Alabama A&M 74 
Fiesta Bowl Classic @ Tucson, Arizona 
66 Delaware 76 
62 NC-Wilmington 45 
66 @ LSU 78 
77 Mississippi State 74 (OT) 
59 @ Georgia (J-P TV) 75 
73 Arkansas (J-P TY) o+ 
73 Florida 77 
Jan. 29 Ole Miss 7:00 
Feb.2. @ Auburn (CSSE TV) 7:00 
Feb.5 LSU 7:00 
Feb.9 @ Arkansas (J-P TV) 7:00 
Feb. 12 Vanderbilt 7:00 
Feb. 16 @ Kentucky (J-P TV) 7:00 
Feb. 19 @ South Carolina 6:30 
Feb. 22 Auburn (ESPN TY) 6:00 
Feb. 26 Tennessee (J-P TV) 1:00 
March | @ Ole Miss 7:00 
March 4 @ Mississippi State 2;00 
Southeastern Conference Tournament 
March 9-12 @ Atlanta TBA 


Men's Swimming 


Date/ Opponent Time (CT) 


UA Score Opp. Score 
135.5 Northeast Louisiana 95,5 

8+ LSU 154 

102 @ Auburn 179 

127 @ Florida 157 

133 Penn State 163 

133. @ Clemson 146 

Jan. 29. South Carolina 1:00 


Feb. 16- SEC Championships 
Feb. 19 @ Baton Rouge 
Feb. 25-27 Last Chance @ Auburn 
Mar. 10-11 NCAA Diving Zone @ Auburn 
Mar, 23- NCAA Championships 
Mar. 25 @ Minneapolis 
Mar. 28- USS National Championships 
April | @ Federal Way,Wash. 
April 2- U.S. Diving Zone 
April4+ @ Athens 
April 13- U.S, Diving Championships 
April 18 @TBA 


nw 
mn 


Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 


UA Opp. 
94 Mississippi All-Stars (Exh.) 82 
76 Slovan Bartislavia (Exh.) 67 
Michigan State Holiday Classic 

77 St. John’s 50 
72 Michigan State 73 
88 Samlorc 51 
Cancun (Mexico) Basketball Tournament 

63 Kansas Stale 60 
87 Drake 77 
82 South Alabama 54+ 
69 @ Tulane 8) 
§2 @ Akron 62 
76 Alabama A&M 31 
St. Mary’s Christmas Classic @ Moraga, Cal. 
B+ Missouri-Kansas City 69 
6l St. Mary's 59 
37 @ Memphis 77 
84 Belmont 38 
62 Georgia 71 
51 @ Auburn 69 
69 @ Ole Miss 67 
65 Mississippi State 85. 
Jan, 27 Kentucky 7:00 
Jan. 30 Ole Miss 2:00 
Feb, 3@) Arkansas 7:00 
Feb.6  @ Tennessee 2:00 
Feb, 10 LSU 7:00 
Feb, 13 Auburn (Fox SportsSouth) 2:00 
Feb. 17 @ South Carolina 6:00 
Feb, 20) Vanderbilt 2:00 
Feb. 24 @ Georgia 6:00 
Feb. 27 @ Florida 2:00 

Southeastern Conference Tournament 
March 2-5 @ Chattanooga TBA 


Women’s Swimming 
Date Opponent Time (CT) 


UA Score Opp. Score 

90 Northeast Louisiana 23 

92 Georgia Southern 21 

LOLS LSU 139.5 

105 @ Auburn 185 

131 @ Florida 161 

152 Penn State 147 

Lil @ Clemson 172 

Jan. 29 South Carolina 1,00 
Feb, 16- SEC Championships 


Feb. 19 @ Baton Rouge 
Feb, 25-27 Last Chance @ Auburn 
Mar. 10-11 NCAA Diving Zone @ Auburn 
Mar. 16- NCAA Championships 
Mar, 18 @ Indianapolis 
Mar. 28- USS National Championships 
April | @ Federal Way,Wash. 
April 2- U.S. Diving Zone 
April+ @ Athens 
April 13- U.S, Diving Championships 
Aprill&8 @ TBA 


Gymnastics 
Time (CST) 
Opp. 
Super Six Kickoff @ Athens, Georgia 
. Alabama 195.750, 2, Georgia 195.400, 
3. Michigan 194,925, 4+. Nebraska 193.325. 
5, UCLA 193,225, 6, Florida 193.025 


Date Opponent 


-_ 


195.525 Auburn 191.050 
196.250 Florida 192.725 
Jan.28 @ Georgia (ESPN) 6:30 
Jan.30 @ Auburn 2:00 

Feb.4 @LSU 7:00 
Feb. 11 North Carolina 7:00 
Feb. 18 Arizona State Invitational 8:00 


@ Tempe.Arizona 
(Alabama, Arizona State, 
Minnesota, Utah) 


Feb, 25 @ Kentucky 6:30 
March 4 Georgia (SportsSouth) — 7:00 
March lL Penn State 7:00 


March 18 =SEC Championships 


@ Gainesville 


April l NCAA Central Regional 
April 13- © NCAA Championships 
April 15 @ Boise, Idaho 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event 


Jan, 15 Purple Tiger @ Baton Rouge 
Jan.22 SEC Four-Way @ Lexington 


(Alabama, Mississippi State, 
Tennessee, Kentucky) 


Feb, 4-5 Notre Dame Classic 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. 25-27. SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville 
March 3-4 = USATP Championships 


@ Atlanta 
March 10-11 NCAA Championships 
@ Fayeueville 


Women’s Indoor 
Track 


Date — Event 
Jan. 15 Purple Tiger @ Baton Rouge 
Jan, 22 SEC Four-Way @ Lexington 
(Alabama, Mississippi State, 
Tennessee, Kentucky) 


Feb.4-5 Cannon IV @ Indianapolis 
Feb, 11 Virginia Tech Invitational 
@ Blacksburg 
Feb. 25-27 SEC Championships 


@ Fayetteville 

USATF Championships 

@ Auanta 

March 10-1} NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville 


March 3-4 


‘GAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/FEBRUARY 2000 


2000 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 
Date Opponent Time 
Feb. 10 BYU 7:00 
Feb. 11 BYU 7:00 
Feb. 12 BYU 1:00 


Feb. 15 Louisiana Tech 7:00 
Winn Dixie Showdown 
@ Louisiana Superdome 
Feb, 18 New Orleans 4:00 
Feb, 19 Tulane 1:00 
Feb, 20 Auburn 1:00 


Feb, 22 Georgia Southern 5:00 
Feb, 23 Georgia Southern 5:00 
Feb. 25 Central Florida 7:00 
Feb. 26 Central Florida  +:00 
Feb. 27 Central Florida 1:00 


Feb, 29 Austin Peay 7:00 
Mar. 1 UAB 7:00 
Mar.3 Purdue 7:00 
Mar. + Purdue 4:00 
Mar. 5 Purdue 1:00 
Mar.8 @Samlord 6:00 
Mar. LO Kentucky 7:00 
Mar. 1! Kentucky +:00 
Mar. 12 Kentucky 1:00 
Mar. 15 South Alabama 7:00 
Mar. 17 @ Georgia 6:00 
Mar. 18 @ Georgia 1:00 
Mar. 19 @ Georgia 12:30 


Mar. 21 Southern Miss 7:00 

Mar. 24 Mississippi State 7:00 

Mar. 25 Mississippi State 4:00 

Mar. 26 Mississippi State 1:00 

Mar, 28 South Alabama 6:05 
@ Hank Aaron Stadium 


Mar. 29 Jacksonville St. 7:00 
Mar. 31 @ South Carolina 6:00 


Apr. 1 @South Carolina 3:00 
Apr.2 @South Carolinal2:30 
Apr. 3 @ West Alabama 7:00 
Apr. 7 Tennessee 7:00 
Apr 8 Tennessee 4:00 
Apr.9 Tennessee 1:00 
Apr. 11 @ Southern Miss 6:30 
Apr. 14 @ Arkansas 6:30 
Apr. 15. @ Arkansas (SS) 2:15 
Apr. 16 @ Arkansas 1;00 
Apr. 19 Northwestern St 7:00 
Apr. 21 Ole Miss 7:00 
Apr. 22 Ole Miss 4:00 
Apr. 23. Ole Miss 1,00 
Apr. 26 Samford 7:00 


Apr. 28 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
Apr. 29 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
Apr. 30 @ Vanderbilt 1:00 


May 5 Auburn 7:00 
May 6 Auburn (SS) 2:15 
May 7 Auburn 1:00 
May 12 @LSU 7:00 
May 13 @LSU +:00 
May 14 @LSU 1:00 


May 17- SEC Tournament 

May 21 @ Hoover Met 

May 25- NCAA Regionals 

May 28 TBA 

June 2- NCAA SuperRegionals 
June+ TBA 

June 9- College World Series 
June 18 @ Omaha, Nebraska 
All times central 


Softball 
Date Opponent Time 
Feb. 10-13 
Minnesota Metrodome Classic 
@ Minneapolis 
Feb. 18-20 
North Carolina Triangle 
Classic @ Raleigh-Durham 
Feb, 23 UAB 7:00 
Feb. 25- Bama Bash 
Feb, 27 (Arizona, DePaul, 
Drake, Georgia Tech) 
Mar. 3-5 
NFCA Leadolf Classic 
@ Columbus, Ga. 
Mar.7 Western Illinois 2:00 
Mar. 8 Radford 7:00 
Mar.9 Long Island 7:00 
Mar. 10- Crimson Tide Classic 
Mar, |2 (Long Island, Radford, 
Syracuse, Western III.) 


Mar. 14 Syracuse (2) 2:00 
Mar. 17 Arkansas (2) 3:00 
Mar. 18 Arkansas (2) 1:00 
Mar. 24 @ Tennessee (2) 5:00 
Mar. 25 @ Kentucky (2) 2:00 
Mar. 28 South Carolina (2)1:00 
Mar. 31 @ Auburn (2) 1:00 
Apr. l @Auburn(2) 1:00 
Apr. 7 Mississippi (2) 5:00 
Apr.8 Mississippi (2) — 1:00 
Apr. 12 Jksonville St. (2) 4:30 
Apr. 15 @ Florida (2) 1:00 
Apr. 21 @ Miss. State (2) 5:00 
Apr. 22 @ Miss. State (2) 2:00 
Apr. 25 @ Troy State (2) 3:00 


Apr. 29 Georgia (2) 1:30 
May 5 LSU (2) (SS) 6:30 
May 6 LSU 3:00 


May L1- SEC Tournament 
May 14 @ Columbus, Ga. 
May 18- NCAA Regionals 
May 21 @ campus sites 

May 25- College World Series 
May 29 @ Oklahoma City 


All mes central 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar. 18 SEC Four-Way 
(LSU, Georgia, Mississippi St.) 
Mar, 23- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 26 
Apr.8 — Tulane Pelican Invit, 
@ New Orleans 
Apr. 14 Mt. Sac Relays 
Apr. 16 @ Walnut, Calif. 
Apr. 27- Drake Relays 
Apr. 29 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 11- SEC Championships 
May 1+ @ Baton Rouge, La. 
May 20 Georgia Tech 

Last Chance 
May 31- NCAA Championships 
June 3) @ Durham, N.C. 
July 14- U.S, Olympic Trials 
July 23) @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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Men's Tennis 

Date/ Opponent Time/ 
JA Opp. 
Jan, 20- SEC Indoor 

Jan. 24 @ Tuscaloosa 

jan. 29 Jacksonville St. 9:00 
Jan. 29 Georgia State 1:00 
Feb. 4- National Indoor 

Feb. 7 @ Dallas 


Feb. 10 @ Baylor 1:00 
Feb. 12 @ Miami 1:00 
Feb. 16 @ Tennessee 2:00 
Feb. 20 @ UAB 1:00 
Mar.3 @ Arkansas 1:00 
Mar.8 South Carolina 1:00 
Mar. 12 Georgia 1:00 


Mar, 16- Blue-Gray Classic 
Mar. 19 @ Montgomery 


Mar. 22 @ LSU 1:00 
Mar. 25 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Mar, 28 @ TexasA@M 7:00 
Mar, 30 @ SMU 1:00 
Apr.4 @Ole Miss 1:00 
Apr. 7 Florida 1:00 
Apr 9 Kentucky 1:00 
Apr. 12 @ Mississippi St. 1:30 
Apr. 16 @ Auburn 1:00 


Apr, 20- SEC Championships 
Apr. 23 @ Lexington 

May 14- NCAA Regionals 

May 17 TBA 

May 22- NCAA Championships 
May 29 @ Athens 


All times central 


Men's Golf 


Date Event Finish 
Feb. 12- Gator Invitational 
Feb, 13 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 21- Mercedes Invitational 
Feb. 22 @ Jacksonville, Fla, 
Mar, 6- Matlock Collegiate 
Mar.7 @ Lakeland. Fla. 

Mar, 17- Spring Invitational 
Mar, 19 @ Montgomery 

Apr. l- Cleveland Golf Inv. 


Apr. 3 @ Augusta, Ga. 

Apr. 7- Billy Hitchcock 

Apr. 9 @ Auburn 

Apr. 21- SEC Championships 
Apr. 23 TBA 


May 8-9 Auanta Intercollegiate 
May 18- NCAA Regionals 
May 20 TBA 

May 31- NCAA Championships 
June 3) @ Auburn 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
Jan. 28 Northwestern 2:00 
Jan. 30 Troy State 1:00 


Feb.5 UT-Chattanooga 9;00 
Feb,3  UNC-Greensboro 1:30 
Feb. 12 Georgia State Noon 
Feb. 13 Mississippi 1:00 
Feb, 18 @UAB 2:00 
Feb. 20 @ Mississippi St. 1:00 
Feb. 26 @ Tennessee Noon 
Feb, 27 @ Vanderbilt Noon 
Mar.3 @ Arkansas 11:00 
Mar.9 Jacksonville St 3:00 


Mar. 12 @ Florida Noon 
Mar, 17 LSU 2;00 
Mar. 19 Kentucky 1,00 


Mar. 27 UT-San AntonioNoon 
Mar. 28 @ Texas A&M —6;00 
Apr. | @ South CarolinaNoon 
Apr.8 Virginia Tech = Noon 
Apr. LO South Alabama 11:00 
Apr. 14 Georgia 2:00 
Apr. 16 Auburn 1,00 
Apr. 20- SEC Championships 
Apr. 23 @ Oxford 

May L2- NCAA Regionals 

May I+ TBA 

May 18- NCAA Championships 
May 26 @ Malibu, Calif. 


All mes central 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event Finish 
Feb. 25- Florida Lady Gator 
Feb. 27 @ Gainesville 

Mar, 10- Casa de Campo 

Mar. 12 @ Dominican Repub. 
Mar. 31- Liz Murphey Classic 
Apr. 2 @ Athens, Ga. 

Apr. 7- LSU Invitational 
Apr 9 @ Baton Rouge, La. 
Apr. 21- SEC Championships 
Apr. 23 @ Fayetteville, Ark. 
May 11- NCAA Regional 
May 13 @ Columbus, Ohio 
May 24- NCAA Championships 
May 27 @Bend, Oregon 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 

Mar, 18 SEC Four-Way 

(LSU, Georgia, Mississippi St.) 

Mar, 23- Alabama Relays 

Mar. 26 

Apr. | Spec Townes Relay 

@ Athens, Ga. 

Florida Invitational 

@ Gainesville 

Apr. 22 Jace Lacoste Invit, 
@ Starkville 


Apr 8 


Date Event 

Apr. 27- Penn Relays 

Apr. 29 @ Philadelphia 

May 1 1- SEC Championship 
May 14+ @ Baton Rouge, La, 
May 19- Reebok Invitational 
May 20 @ Atlanta 

May 31- NCAA Championships 
June 3) @ Durham, N.C. 
July 14- U.S. Olympic Trials 
July 23) @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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Order these college sports 


(9 Check (MasterCard 9 Visa 
CardNo:[TTTTITIITIIIIIII 
Exp. Date: [7] | ] 


state: (T] Zip: TTT 1-O- C0 
Phone: | | [ [tb tt} by 
Mail to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, P,O. Box 692, Holmes, PA 19043-0692 


publications for your 
friends and relatives!!! 


You enjoy following your favorite team no matter where you 
live so why not give your friends and family 

the same great opportunity. Every publication listed provides 

player features, game recaps, opponent previews, recruiting 

updates and much, much 


more. Order your subscription today! 


. ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 33 issues, 2 yearbooks, $59 30. MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues, $40 
, ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 17 magazines, $44.90 31, MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 24 issues, $39.95 
. AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 32, NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 18 issues, 1 yearbook, $44.95 
10 magazines, 12 newsletters, $35 33, NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 35 issues, 1 yearbook, $39,95 
BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 12 issues, $34.95 34, NORTH CAROLINA ST. - The Wolfpacker 20 issues, $35.95 
BYU - Cougar Sports Magazine 24 issues, $44.95 35. NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 20 issues, $39.95 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 10 issues, 1 yearbook, $25.95 36, OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 90 issues, $48 
. CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest 20 issues, $32.95 37. OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.95 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 20 issues, $39 38, OKLAHOMA ST. - O State Sports Report 16 issues, $34.90 
, CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 14 issues, $35 39. OREGON - Fighting Ducks Review 30 issues, $55.95 
. DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, $31.95 40, PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 28 issues, $42 
. EAST CAROLINA - Pirate's Chest 20 issues, $25 41, PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
. FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 yearbooks, $49.95 26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47.95 
. FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues, 1 yearbook, $48 42, SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 35 issues, $33 
, GEORGIA - The Georgia Bulldog Magazine 30 issues, $30 43. SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 24 issues, $44 
. GEORGIA TECH - Ramblin’ Wreck 12 issues, $24.95 44, TEMPLE - OwlScoop 18 issues, $34.95 
. ILLINOIS - Fighting Illini 18 issues, $32.95 45. TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 33 issues, $43 
. INDIANA - Inside Indiana 26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47 46. TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 25 issues, 2 guides, $34.97 
, IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 25 issues, $42.90 47, TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 25 issues, $42.95 
IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 25 issues, $46.95 48. TEXAS A&M - Aggies Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.95 
. KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 24 issues, $39.95 49, TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 16 issues, $34.90 
KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 24 issues, $39.95 50. VANDERBILT- The Commodore Report 28 issues, $41 
KENTUCKY - Cats’ Pause 35 issues, $47.50 51, VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 12 issues, $27,95 
. LOUISVILLE -SportsReport 32 issues, $43.95 52. VIRGINIA TECH - The Hokie Huddler 33 issues, $37.95 
. LSU- Tiger Rag 34 issues, 2 previews, $52 53. WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 16 issues, $29.95 
MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues, $39.95 54. WASHINGTON - Sports Washington 17 issues, $34.95 
MIAMI - Cane Sport 21 issues, $34.95 55. WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 32 issues, $32.95 
. MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 26 issues, $44.95 56. WISCONSIN: Inside Wisconsin 25 issues, $39.95 
MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan 18 issues, $32.95 
C A L L N O W Rick the Ref is a registered trademark and is 
owned by McMillen Communications, 
T O O R D E BR Want to preview a publication? 
Visit the CSPA website at 
[ 8 0 0 ? 7 6 8 4 0 | www.cspa-pub.com 
mm oa = . . 
and then link to it 
Number and Name of Publication: No.{__| Name: Prt ner or ELLE 
dérese: [LETTE EET 
Amount Enclosed: $[7 [ |_| me ress: || 11 
Crys TTT TTP tt et ery 


al karo PHONE ORDER: 


1-600-713-2261 


cm. 
Dviss One 


(=< 


Sy 
THE LEADER IN LACENSED SPORTS W/ 


NNAKE THE BIG PLAY... 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tite Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside Scoop On Grimson Tide Football. Not Just The Headlines. 


story. We profile the stars 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 
and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Prease Seno Me One Year (24 Issues) 
Or ‘BAMA For On ty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ 


for. subscriptions. Alabama residents 


add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


() Payment Enclosed 
QO) Mastercard 
OVisa 

Bank Cardi# 


Signature 


Please Print 
To: (Name). 


(Address) 

(City), 

Daytime Phone Number. 
If This ift, 

Gift From: (Name)__ 


(Address) 


(City), 


Make checks payable to: 


‘BAMA Magazine 


P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


__ Exp. Date. 


State _ Zip_ 


New Subscription, _ Renewal___ 


August through May. Great 


gift idea, too! 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 


service, just call toll-free 
1-800-713-2261. 


